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The dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico is caused by nutrients from the Mississippi River, especially nitrogen and phosphorus from fertilizers, animal waste, and domestic sewage.  Water run off from streets and lawns affects the water quality of the Mississippi River.





The Mississippi River is the nation's best known�and most important river system. Mississippi River water quality is of paramount importance for sustaining the many uses of the river including drinking water, recreational and commercial activities, and support for the river's ecosystems.
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