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Wood-Rill Field Trip

On Saturday, October 11 about 15 Breckenridge Chapter members and friends enjoyed a natural history walk with Dr. Lee Frelich Director of the U of M Center for Hardwood Ecology, at the Wood-Rill Scientific and Natural Area near Wayzata. It was a glorious fall day in the Big Woods with the leaves on the trees shimmering in colors of yellow and red. (A pity these pictures are not in color! You really had to be there.)
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Dr. Frelich’s keen eye and understanding of forest ecosystems provided a running narration as we walked about 3 miles through the woods. Lee discussed many subtleties that the untrained eye would not have been able to identify.

For example: Worm borrows where non-native earthworms have devoured all but the ribs and stems of fallen leaves, leaving the ground bare and dry. The proliferation of these worms and the white tail deer decreases the layer of duff, debris and moisture on the forest floor which decreases the diversity of flora and fauna that would normally exist in such an ecosystem. Deer and worm exclosures set up in the area provide experimental controls for the study of this problem.
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Lee pointed out how small hills were formed by debris falling into the crevices of ancient glaciers, and how small trees could actually be very old while much younger trees receiving more adequate light towered above them. Even leaves receiving light at the top of a sugar maple differed markedly from those that were shaded farther down.
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In addition he showed us a section of the forest where all the trees tilted to one side, and then straightened out skyward as an indication of tornado damage to the forest several decades ago.
Lee touched on the problem of global warming, and how the native plants of Minnesota’s Big Woods are likely to adapt to changing conditions of water, light and climate.

We are fortunate that Wood-Rill has been set aside as a protected area within a short drive of the metropolitan area for our enjoyment.
John Rust & Barb Franklin
For further information visit the Wood Rill website at www.ci.orono.mn.us 
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We wondered if the cross set up at this beautiful spot marked the resting place of a Dayton dog. Bruce still enjoys walks in the area.





Left: Note the twisting of the trunk.





Right: Metal frames exclude the earthworms as a control for scientific experiments. 


Wired off areas exclude the deer.





Below: We wondered if the makeshift cross marks the resting place of a favorite pet. Bruce Dayton still loves to walk this area they donated to the DNR in 1997.





Below: Shelf fungi grow on the fallen trees.








