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Many thanks to Breckenridge Ikes for
hosting last night’s wild Utah program and to
everyone who signed the post cards!
Thought I’d share the contact info for the
Senators and Representatives – see below. Please do
as many forms of contact as you can stand because
the more they get the better off we are. Feel free to
share.
An interesting analysis of Interior Secretary
Zinke’s national monument recommendations for
President Trump came in this morning’s news.
You can learn more about America’s Red Rock
Wilderness Act, Bears Ears National Monument,
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument, and
Minnesota Friends for Utah Wilderness at these
websites.
Thanks again,
Clayton
Sen. Klobuchar – ask her to become a co-sponsor of
America’s Red Rock Wilderness Act
Email: https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/email-amy
Phone: (202) 224-3244
Sen. Franken – thank him for co-sponsoring America’s Red
Rock Wilderness Act
Email: https://www.franken.senate.gov/?p=email_al
Phone: (202) 224-5641
Twitter: @SenFranken
Ears

The PRESS carried a great article (opinion Page,
Sept. 14th) on raiding of the Clean Water Act.
Not only should the money be spent as the fund
intended but Gov. Dayton’s Ditch Law, as
originally written, needs to be re-instated.
Furthermore, private ditches also need to have
buffers because they feed most of the pollutants
from farm fields
into main
government
ditches.
Point pollution of
waters has been
fairly well
controlled (factory,
urban sewers, etc.)
in recent years, but
non-point pollution
from yards and
especially farm
fields generally are
not. Farmers and
home owners need
to do their part voluntarily and/or through law.
Dick Brown

#ProtectWildUtah #StandWithBears

Rep. Paulsen – ask him to become a co-sponsor of America’s
Red Rock Wilderness Act
Email: https://paulsen.house.gov/contact-me/
Phone: 202-225-2871
Twitter: @RepErikPaulsen
BearsEars

#ProtectWildUtah #StandWith

Rep. Ellison – thank him for co-sponsoring America’s Red
Rock Wilderness Act
Email: https://ellison.house.gov/contact
Phone: 202-225-4755
Twitter: @keithellison
Ears

CLEAN WATER-------OPINION

#ProtectWildUtah #StandWithBears

Rep. McCollum – thank her for co-sponsoring America’s Red
Rock Wilderness Act
Email: https://mccollum.house.gov/contact
Phone: 202-225-6631
Twitter: @BettyMcCollum04
hBearsEars

#ProtectWildUtah #StandWit

The Chapter Needs New Board
Members
Join the board of directors?
Would you like to learn more about the "behindthe-scenes" workings of our chapter? Get to know
some interesting people? Perhaps make additional
impact on environmental issues? If so, I would
suggest considering being on our board of
directors.
As the most recent new member of the board, I can
assure you that you do not need to know Robert's
Rules of Order, nor have any particular
background or education in the league's
activities. The starting point is a willingness to
listen and learn. That's all!
Please feel free to ask questions of any of the
board members.

Two Buckthorn Removal Days Planned

Buckthorn is one of the most harmful invasive species in Minnesota. It crowds out native
plant species and can be harmful to birds (acting as a laxative). We have removed many large
trailer loads over the last six years. This year we will attack the large shrubs near the River
Road as well as the smaller plants that are returning in some of the areas previously eradicated.
We have made wonderful progress, but because buckthorn seeds can remain dormant for five
years or more we need to make this an annual project.
This year there will be two opportunities to help with buckthorn removal. Please join us for a
few hours or more on one or both of the following days.
Tuesday, October 10th 9:00 to 2:00 -- (sign up for an hour or more) We will need 5 to 10
members to help Champlin Park students who will work in small groups throughout the
Chapter House grounds.
Saturday, October 28th 9:00 to 3:00 -- A larger group will be needed to cut and poison
larger buckthorn plants as well as pull the smaller plants that were harder to identify in
early October. Tools, herbicide and instructions for use will be available. Join us for a
few hours or the whole day. Coffee, pop, treats, and other goodies will be available.
Sign up sheets for both days will be available at the September
and October social/educational meetings. You can also sign up
by contacting Jim Arnold at (763 560 8972) or jjarnold@Q.com.

World

Overpopulation

Weekend

Save These Dates (and watch for updates)
Plan to join the World Population Balance board and staff at these special
events in the Twin Cities:
• November 9: Big Picture Overpopulation Meetup - p.m.
• November 11: Overpopulation Meetups - a.m. & p.m.
• November 11: Overpopulation Film Festival 6:30 p.m.
November 12: Overpopulation Potluck Dinner 5:30 p.m.
I plan to be in town for these events and look forward to seeing you.
Dave Gardner, Executive Director

.MORE
It’s no surprise that half of the lakes and streams in southern Minnesota are too polluted for recreational
activities (“So. Minn. water crises rises,” April 30). My parents, lifelong farmers in Dodge County in
southeastern Minnesota, have been battling the county and a feedlot operator this past year in response to
the installation of the 11th hog building within a 3-mile radius of our family farm. This single factory farm sits
on just 6 acres of non-homesteaded bare land that lies at the headwaters of the Cedar River. Just half a mile
from the Trom family farm that has been in our family for nearly 100 years, it will produce manure equivalent
to a human population of more than 7,000 people.
During the past year, my family has learned firsthand the failings of county officials and feedlot operators to
address the environmental impact of factory farms. Easy permitting of these projects is par for the course in
Dodge County. The Dodge County Planning Commission, aka “the feedlot commission” — consisting of
seven members, six of whom are registered feedlot operators — quickly approved the controversial factory
farm near my parents’ farm a second time in December 2014, following vacation of the first conditional-use
permit by a district judge.
It was time to take action — legal action. My parents filed a second lawsuit in January 2015, alleging bias,
conflict of interest, failure to ensure that the feedlot operator has an adequate manure-management plan in
place to protect the environment from possible surface and/or groundwater contamination, and other claims.
It was also time to take action — political action. A group of local citizens formed a grass-roots organization,
Dodge County Concerned Citizens. The group is committed to clean air, land and water and has gathered
extensive data from federal, state and local sources — data that illustrate alarming trends — showing that
Minnesota groundwater is at risk of overuse and contamination.
Dodge County serves as an example of the environmental problems plaguing rural Minnesota. Not only is
there a failure on the part of county officials to manage the use of groundwater, there is a failure to manage
the manure generated from these feedlot operations. Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
records indicate that only six of the 234 registered feedlot operators in the county possess a waterappropriations permit. Not surprisingly, there are several reports of wells going dry in the county. Also, recent
data obtained from Dodge County show that only 37 of these 234 feedlots have manure-management plans
on file with the county.
Minnesota needs to do more. Did you know that the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) estimates
that there are more than 18,000 registered feedlots in operation in the state? Yet Big Ag is pressing for more
and bigger feedlots. Given the huge number, the MPCA estimates that the amount of manure generated by
livestock in Minnesota is equivalent to a human population of about 50 million people. That’s untreated, liquid
animal manure chock full of nitrogen, phosphorus, E. coli bacteria and other contaminants that threaten our
surface water and groundwater.
Statewide, the DNR reports that groundwater use has increased 35 percent over the last 25 years — about 3
billion gallons per year on average. A single feedlot, such as the one near my parents’ farm, will draw an
estimated 3.5 million gallons of water per year. No wonder we are seeing depletion of our precious
groundwater.
Not only do data from the MPCA indicate that conditions in southern Minnesota watersheds are worsening,
they also show that the highest concentration of concentrated animal feeding operations is in the southern
part of the state. These are large facilities that are capable of holding 1,000 or more animal units and that
require federal permits to operate. It’s no surprise that nitrates, phosphorus and E. coli are showing up in
southern Minnesota streams and lakes.
Continued on page 5

Continued from page 4
But this is only part of the story. Data obtained from
the MPCA do not include county feedlot programs
that are responsible for the permitting and oversight
of feedlots with fewer than 1,000 animal units. Most
feedlots in Minnesota are operated under the Delegated County program — an arrangement between
the MPCA and 53 rural Minnesota counties. For
example, in Dodge County, the total number of animal units actually exceeds 83,000 (including both
federally permitted concentrated animal feeding operations and locally permitted feedlots under the
Delegated County program), which equates to a
human manure equivalency exceeding 830,000
people.
While Dodge County Concerned Citizens certainly
commends Gov. Mark Dayton’s efforts to increase
the buffer zones along Minnesota’s waterways, we
have to do more. While the buffer zones address
the effect of too many contaminants, this proposal
does not address the cause. So, if you want to stop
the risk of overuse and contamination of groundwater in Minnesota, it’s time to connect the dots and
stop constructing feedlots.
Sonja Trom Eayrs lives in Maple Grove. She wrote
this article on behalf of Dodge County Concerned
Citizens.

What: “Impacts of Climate Change on
Birds”
When:
Thursday, October 26 at 7 pm
Where: At First Congregational UCC
Church of Anoka – 1923 3rd Ave in Anoka
Who:
Presentation by Don Arnosti,
Conservation Program Director for Izaak
Walton League

Michael Johnson, from Boy Scout Troop 3403
Cross of Glory Lutheran Church, Brooklyn Center, and his
Eagle project at Palmer Lake east side Chimney swift tower.

.
are seriously threatened by 2080, and
without action, many are at risk of
extinction.”

On Thursday October 26 at 7 pm, Don
Arnosti will present info about the Audubon
report and additional information about
impacts of climate change on birds in
Minnesota and elsewhere. Mr. Arnosti is
the Conservation Program Director for the
The Trumpeter Swan. The American white Izaak Walton League.
pelican. The common loon. The mallard
duck. The bald eagle. The Baltimore
This event is free and open to the
oriole. These are just 6 of the 166 bird
public. It is co-sponsored by First
species in Minnesota whose survival is
Congregational Church of Anoka and by
threatened by climate change. In 2015,
Anoka Area Climate Action.
the National Audubon Society produced
the report “Birds and Climate Change”,
which stated “Nearly half of the bird
species in the continental U.S. and Canada
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If you would like to submit an article for the Timberlines, please send it to
Marlys Carls-Steiskal at:

EditorBreckIWL@msn.com

Deadline is the last day of each month.
“All articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position
of the Breckenridge Board of directors.”

The Chapter Needs New Board Members
If you would like to
receive this newsletter
electronically, please contact
Barb Franklin at
763-657-1907
If you can provide light
refreshments for one of our
Tuesday meetings, please
contact
Barbara Franklin
763-657-1907
Or bbfrankli@gmail.com

October T. Johnson
November ____________

Thank you

Our Chapter House is for rent
Chapter House Rental Rates*
Non-Members: (damage deposit: $300.00;
$200 for previous renters)
Monday through Thursday $275.00 Friday,
Saturday, Sunday & Holidays.…$350.00
Members: (damage deposit $100.00)
Monday through Thursday ………..$125.00
Friday, Saturday Sunday & Holidays…
$175.00
Boy Scouts: (damage deposit $50.00)
Overnights……..$50.00
*Rates and terms subject to change without
notice; please contact the Chapter for special
circumstances.
Rental Chairperson: Tim Johnson (leave
messages at 763-561-5364)

