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Coming Events 
July 2026 

12 Board of Directors Meeting 7 pm 
16-18 National IWLA Convention 
26 Social Educational Meeting 7:30 pm 
 Minnesota Sen. John Hoffman 

August 2026 
11 Board of Directors Meeting 7 pm 
4 National Night Out 5:30-8 pm 
 Bring a dish to share! 
25 Social Educational Meeting 7:30 pm 
 
 
Save the Boundary Waters Thank You 
 
From all of us at Save the Boundary Waters. Thank 
you for your generous gift of $1000 made on April 
15, 2026 to support our ongoing work to protect 
America’s most visited Wilderness. 
 
By now, you’ve likely heard the news: on April 17, 
the Senate passed H.J.Res 140 by a vote of 51-49, 
reversing the 20-year mining ban in the Boundary 
Waters watershed. It was certainly a hard day for 
everyone who loves the place. 
 
But we are not done fighting, and we are not 
giving up! I encourage you to check out our latest 
blog for the latest updates on the current state of the 
issue and the meaningful actions we’re taking to 
protect this beloved Wilderness at 
savetheboundarywaters.org/update 
 
If you have questions about what this means, please 
reach out. You raise your voice. You show up. You 
donate. You make this work possible. Thank you. 
 
For the Wilderness,  
Kelsey Polcher 
Development Director 

Social Educational Meeting: 

Tuesday, July 28 7:30 pm 
Minnesota Sen. John Hoffman 
 

Our own Sen. 
John Hoffman 
(District 34) has 
agreed to join us 
at our July 28 
education/social 
meeting. He 
currently chairs 
the Human 
Services 
Committee and 
sits on both 
environment 
committees. We 
hope to hear an 

update on his recovery after the assassination 
attempt last year as well as his report on the past 
legislative session and plans for the next. Please 
invite your friends to attend this great chance to 
listen to and be heard by our Senator.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, August 4 
IWLA Chapter House 
8816 West River Road 

Potluck 5:30-8 pm 
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Safety for All by Banning 
Mammalian Trapping on Public 
Land and Waters 

Outdoor enthusiast David Larson had an issue when 
trappers legally set their traps on the public lands 
where he and his friends ran their English Setters 
for ruffed grouse hunting. Effectively, one trapper 
had closed a huge swath of public forest to all the 
rest unless they were willing to risk the safety of 
their animals and themselves. This was a risk David 
had personal experience with when one of his dogs 
was caught in a snare a few years earlier. Luckily, 
he noticed the dog was missing and found it just as 
it stopped struggling and passed out, making it 
possible to release the snare. The majority of traps 
used nowadays kill almost instantly so are 
considered more humane. 
 
A demonstration of current allowed trap types was 
provided and shown to be unsafe for dogs even if 
the recommended DNR rules were followed. 
 
David gave a passionate argument and plea for 
Minnesotans to regulate trapping as ten states have 
done to various degrees. He thinks that trappers 
(~4,000 statewide) who amount to 0.07% of 
Minnesota’s population should not be allowed to 
put the year-round safety of the rest of us taxpayers 
and our pets at risk on public lands. He also pointed 
out that the revenue brought in by the diminishing 
number of trapping licenses sold is nowhere near 
the cost of management of the activity by our 
Conservation Officers.  

Ending his presentation, David told us the board of 
directors of his 501(c)3 BPLTMN consists of 
himself and two daughters. He referred all to his 
website for more information. 
https://www.banpubliclandtrappingmn.com 
 
Reported by Tim Johnson 
 
 
 

In Memory 
Lori Naumann January 13, 1966-
May 19, 2026 
 
We are saddened by the loss of one of our speakers, 
Lori Naumann, who 
passed away 
unexpectedly after a 
courageous triumph 
over breast cancer. 
Lori was a devoted 
wildlife 
conservationist and 
long-time employee 
of the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources. As an invaluable 
team member of the DNR’s Nongame Wildlife 
Program, Lori helped create and lead the DNR 
EagleCam. She also partnered on the DNR 
FalconCam and was involved in many other 
projects which included being an ambassador and 
hands-on field technician with the Minnesota Loon 
Restoration Project. Lori was a public servant with 
the state of Minnesota for 39 years, 35 of those with 
the DNR. Lori will be remembered for her 
contributions to conservation and leaves a lasting 
legacy as a champion for Minnesota wildlife. 
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Costa Rica Wildlife 
Thanks to John Rust for sharing his pictures of 
Costa Rica 
 
An anteater climbs through the lush rainforest of 
Corcovado National Park, Costa Rica, one of the 
most biodiverse places on Earth.  
Photo by John Rust 
 

The scarlet macaw is one of Costa Rica's greatest 
conservation success stories, rebounding from 
decades of decline to once again thrive in places 
like Corcovado National Park.  
Photo by John Rust 

 
 
 

More Roundup News 
By Karen Ostenso 
 
On June 25, 2026, the 
Supreme Court revealed its 
decision regarding a suit 

against Bayer brought by a frequent user of Roundup 
spray. He was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma and became one of many plaintiffs suing 
because of the lack of a warning on the product’s 
packaging. 
 
Bayer, a German company, bought Roundup from 
Monsanto, an American company, in 2018. Its active 
ingredient, glyphosate, is considered “probably” 
carcinogenic in many countries. The United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) did not 
consider it to be carcinogenic, so no warning label is 
required. The original article declaring it non-
carcinogenic was published in 2020, and that article 
was retracted in 2025 because of questionable 
authorship. 
 
In light of the 60,000 to 65,000 outstanding claims 
against Bayer, they recently established a fund of 7.25 
billion dollars as a class-action settlement. The funds 
are meant to be used to pay plaintiffs for the 
upcoming 21 years. 
 
President Trump encouraged the use of glyphosate. 
He was apparently lobbied by the manufacturer. 
Roundup warned that unavailability of glyphosate 
would devastate corn and soy production and increase 
food costs to consumers. He described it as critical to 
national defense. 
 
In June 2026, the Supreme Court (SCOTUS) decided 
that a warning of cancer risk on the label was not 
required, inasmuch as the EPA states the risk is 
unlikely. They said that states cannot impose warnings 
different front those of the EPA. 
 
Since Robert Kennedy wants to limit the use of 
pesticides for improving the health of all citizens, and 
has been a long time critic of glyphosate, he and 
Trump are on opposite sides of the issue. The apparent 
resolution of their differences is that Kennedy soon 
agreed that the chemical is needed for food safety and 
national defense. 
 
I used information from a number of sources in 
writing this, including CNBC, New York Times, 
MinnPost, PBS, and Reuters. Some was AI generated. 
Online discussion and analysis is easily found. My 
personal assumption is that additional legal cases will 
appear in the near future. As far as I understand, the 
SCOTUS decision did not take into consideration the 
recent retraction of the 2020 article. 
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Opinion: It’s Population 
By Dell Erickson 
 
The June 2026 issue of the Timberlines published a 
letter from Dick Brown regarding U.S. and 
Minnesota population growth. One of the things he 
said was, "the main reason for the housing shortage 
is the rapid increase in immigration in the last few 
years." Correct, but it's over decades, not a few 
years. Moreover, it was good to see his letter outline 
some of the environmental consequences of 
population growth such as deforestation and 
“tremendous expansion into agricultural and natural 
lands.” That is to say, tremendous habitat loss! 
 
Another fair question Dick Brown might have asked 
is, what is the Izaak Walton League of America's 
position on the U.S. population growth he 
mentions? Here's an answer. On June 5, 2026 I 
received an email from the IWLA about World 
Environment Day and wanting donations. 
Evidently, “the challenges facing America’s 
environment have never been clearer” does not 
include overpopulation or population growth. 
Unlike Dick's article, there was no mention of it. 
 
The IWLA says their program is to, “identify 
pollution”, “support restoration projects”, “engage 
youth and families in outdoor education and 
conservation stewardship”, and “provide 
educational resources and outreach materials to 
local communities.” The IWLA says to fix the 
environment with words in a room. I laughed when 
I saw ‘identify pollution’ as if we hadn’t known 
about it for centuries! 
 
The only ecological and habitat position useful or 
helpful is restoration. However, the IWLA says 
nothing about buying outright natural areas or poor 
quality farm and other lands to enhance habitats and 
to reduce fragmentation. 
 
Curious, I went to the IWLA website and did some 
searching for ‘population’. Here are the search 
results for: “human population” on June 5, 2025: 
 
https://iwla.org/?s=human+population: 
 "It Could Save Your Life: Connecting the Dots 

between Human and Wildlife Health", Michael 

Reinemer, Editor. "Understanding zoonotic 
diseases, …" 
 

 "The Best Citizen Science Can’t Offset Cuts to 
Government Research", Michael Reinemer – 
Editor. "Between layoffs and budget cuts, 
federal support for science is shrinking." … 
 

 "What I’ve Learned: 50 Years of Conservation 
for Nongame Wildlife", Carrol L. Hendersen. 
"Wildlife sought by hunters and anglers—
whether wild turkeys or walleyes—tend to get a 
lot of attention, and funding. …" 
 

 "What’s it Worth to You? Measuring the 
Economic Value of Natural Areas", Michael 
Reinemer, Editor. "As buildings, developments 
and populations grow, Mother Nature is feeling 
the pinch. Or punch. Clean water is more scarce. 
Prairie and parklands get paved over. …" Please 
note that the article says the word, populations, 
but nothing directly about numbers and linked 
negative ecological and environmental 
consequences. 
 

 "Meet a Monitor: Caroline van Schaik", Heather 
Wilson. "Save Our Streams Coordinator 
Caroline van Schaik is a Save Our Streams 
volunteer and a force for clean water in 
southeast Minnesota. …" 
 

 "Why we fight to protect America’s public lands 
and what’s at stake", Michael Reinemer, Editor. 
"The envy of the world. Our scenic, iconic 
public lands have attracted and inspired 
generations of Americans and visitors from 
abroad as well. …" 
 
"Iowa, What’s Hurting Water Quality in 
Iowa?". "Iowa is faced with myriad water 
quality issues, …" 

 
Disappointment is an understatement. How about 
the immigration discussed in his article? The 
findings are even worse. Search results for ‘human 
immigration’ on June 5, 2026? Zero. Nothing. For 
‘U.S.A. immigration’? Zero. Nothing. 
 
Yes, as Dick says, “What needs to be done is halt 
that [population/immigration] increase!”
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Bringing Our Work Together: Join 
Us at the 2026 IWLA National 
Convention 
 
Across the country, Izaak 
Walton League chapters 
are doing important 
work—restoring habitat, 
protecting water, engaging 
youth, and building 
community. 
 
This year’s National Convention is a chance to 
bring that work together. 
The convention will feature: 
 An Innovation Fair showcasing projects from 

chapters across the country 
 A national art show highlighting our 

relationship with land, water, and community 

 A Youth Convention and Green Crew 
Summit focused on developing the next 
generation of leaders 

 Opportunities to connect, share ideas, and learn 
from one another 

 
We’re encouraging members of our chapter to 
attend—and to help represent the work we’re doing 
locally. 
 
Volunteers will be needed to tend to tables, selling 
t-shirts, etc. July 15 – 19th. Sign-ups are going on 
right now and encouraging us and our members to 
volunteer.  
 
If you’re interested in serving as a 
delegate/alternate, you can receive free registration 
by contacting our Breckenridge Chapter President 
Steve Schaust  
 
https://iwla-getitdone.org/registration/ 
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Welcome to the Chapter and Our Access Friendly Ramp! 
And thanks to Jerry Steele who planned and led the project. 

 

If you would like to submit an article for the Timberlines, please send it to  
Barbara Franklin at: bbfrankli@gmail.com 
Deadline is the First Day of each month. 

All articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position of the Breckenridge 
Board of Directors. The Editor reserves the right to edit material as necessary. 

W. J. Breckenridge Chapter 
Izaak Walton League of America 

8816 West River Road 
Brooklyn Park MN 55444 


