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August
1-2 MN Division BOD Meeting
12 Board of Directors Meeting — 7 pm
26 Social/Educational Meeting — 7:30 pm
Joanna Eckles—Project BirdSafe

September
9
23

Board of Directors Meeting— 7 pm
Social/Educational Meeting—7:30 pm

October
14
28

Board of Directors Meeting — 7 pm
Social/Educational Meeting — 7:30 pm

If you can provide light
refreshments for one of our
Tuesday meetings, please contact
Barbara Franklin
763-657-1907
Or bbfrankli@gmail.com
August 26 — Linda Eriksson
September 23 —
October 21 —
Thank you!

AUGUST 26 PROGRAM:
BirdSafe: Joanna Eckles
In 2006, Joanna Eckles began working with
Audubon Minnesota to study bird-window
collisions and develop a program to address
the problem, a significant source of bird
mortality. Project BirdSafe is now a core part of
Audubon Minnesota's mission to conserve
birds in urban areas, not just in the state but
across the country. The project involves
monitoring existing buildings, researching
species affected locally, influencingthe design
of new buildings and encouraging the retrofit of
problem buildings while increasing awareness
of this problem and the development and
implementation of solutions.
Joanna Eckles has watched, studied and
worked with birds all her life. She received her
Bachelor's degree in Natural Resources/
Wildlife Science at Cornell University and her
Master's degree in Conservation Biology at the
University of Minnesota. She has worked
extensively with both wild and captive birds on
field projects and as a Zoologist/Avian Trainer
at the Minnesota Zoo.
Please join us for this joint meeting with the
Minneapolis
Chapter of the
The Chestnutsided Warbler—
her favorite bird!

Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter of the
Izaak Walton League
July 8, 2014
Board of Directors Meeting Notes
IWLA Member Pledge: We strive for the purity
of water, the clarity of air, the wise stewardship
of the land and its resources, to know the
beauty and understanding of nature, and the
value of wildlife, woodlands, and open space,
to the preservation of this heritage, and to our
sharing in it.

•
•
•
•
•

July 8................. Board of Directors Meeting
July 22................. Social/Education Meeting
August 1 & 2 ....Summer MN Division Board
of Directors Meeting
August 12 ................ Board of Directors Meeting
August 26............ Social/Education Meeting

•

Attendees: Steve Schaust, Bill Barton, Patrice
Lindgren, Jim Arnold, Dick Brown, John
Fraley, Barb Franklin, Wes Hendrickson,
Larry Kennebeck, Tim Johnson
•

Issues .................................................. Dick/Bill
Social/Education Meeting Speakers
July – Bob Anderson: Raptor Resource
Project
August – Joanna Eckles: Project BirdSafe
• Dick Brown presented, and a discussion was
held on the MNRRA in Minnesota and The
Future for All Waterways. It was suggested
that our Chapter should take a position. We
were able to obtain a hard copy of the rules
and maps for the Boards review; this
information is also available on the DNR’s
web site. The comment period is through
August 15th.
• Dick Brown brought up the 2014-6
Recreational Uses of Scientific and Natural
Areas (SNA’S) resolution as a discussion
item. It was proposed that we send out the
original resolution as it was written to the
State Legislators, DNR, and other
organizations that will be supportive.
• Follow up – A draft letter was presented to
the Board for approval and a discussion was
held. It was recommended that we add the
•

•

•

•

volume of hunting land vs SNA. A motion was
made and approved to move forward with the
SNA.
Follow up on the Bipartisan Sportsman’s Act
of 2014 S1996, is a bill related to hunting,
fishing, and outdoor recreation in the United
States, aimed at improving "the public's ability
to enjoy the outdoors”, passed with a vote of
82 to 12. At the time of this meeting we were
unaware of any amendments. (Correction According to http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/
bdquery/z?d113:s.2363: S2363 Bipartisan
Sportsmen's Act of 2014 Latest Major
Action: 7/10/2014 Senate floor actions.
Status: Cloture on the bill not invoked in
Senate by Yea-Nay Vote. 41-56. Record Vote
Number 220)
Bill Barton – There was a hearing about
streamlining wetlands regulation this spring.
Next year there will be a modification to the
Wetland Conservation Act. Stakeholder
meetings will be held throughout the summer
and they are looking for people interested in
attending the meetings. A schedule of the
meeting dates was not available at the time
of this meeting.
DamNation movie will be shown at 10 AM
during the Highland Fest on July 19th. A
motion was made by Barb Franklin and it was
seconded to donate $100 to promote the
showing of this movie.
The Breckenridge Chapter will be hosting the
MN IWLA Summer Board of Directors
Meeting that will be held August 1st and 2nd.
Social hour will be held on Friday, and the
Board meeting will take place on Saturday.
There will be two open seats on board for this
year’s annual election. We will be looking to
fill the Vice President and Treasurer
position’s and are also looking for someone
to take over as the Rental Chair. Elections
will be held at the August Social/Education
Meeting.
The Chapter’s Bylaws were last updated in
1960; we will continue to move forward as
written. If updates are needed we will do that
before next year’s deadlines.

Chapter House & Grounds..............Jim/Steve
• Boulevard entrance garden beds, next steps.
On hold for now.

•

•

Best Buy employees will be providing the
man power to help build a river walkway on
July 15th and 16th.
A special thank you goes out to John, Tim,
Jim, and Steve for all of the preliminary prep
work.

Newsletter ............................................. Marlys
In Marlys Carls-Steiskal absence, Barb
Franklin will be responsible for the July and
August Timberlines.
• It was suggested that the SNA letter be put in
the next newsletter.
• A short bio of our new board member Tim
Johnson will also be included.
•

Treasurer’s Report .................................. John
Update was given.
Scholarship Committee ............................ Jim
Update was given.
Webmaster ............................................... Barb
• It was suggested that we post the SNA letter
when available. Starting this month meeting
reminders will be sent out to everyone that
we have e-mail addresses for and it will also
be posted on Facebook.
Rentals ......................................................Wes
Update was given.
Membership ........................................Lorraine
National has requested 2015 dues changes
by Aug 15, 2014. It was decided that our
membership chapter dues will remain the
same, $61.50 for Individual, Family $84.00,
and Students are $38.00.

•

Wood Duck Report
It’s been hard to access Banfill Island this year,
but according to a report by Dan and Dave
Sherpa Wood Ducks nested in 5 of the 13
houses they built and put up on Banfill Island last
year. Each of them had up to 6 eggs.

MEETING REPORT:
Recreational Use of Scientific &
Natural Areas

nor any semblance of biological review as required
(see DNR rules §97A c 231 s 10 and §86A.05
subdivision 5, paragraph (d)). The list of future SNA's
that may be reviewed for added recreation number
over 100. The latter is a major reason that this issue
is important and time is of the essence. The need for
current attention and resolution of the issue is critical.

A meeting was held on July 1, 2014 to discuss the
DNR allowing added recreation on Scientific and
Natural areas (SNA's), including hunting. Our effort is
to expand awareness of the issue in hopes the DNR The issue started in about 2012. Apparently the DNR
will abandon its efforts. A report of the meeting
Commissioner, Tom Landwehr, promulgated a policy
follows:
to allow hunting in most SNA's. The problem is that to
date the DNR review has not followed proper
Attendees: Sen. John Hoffman: Bob Djupstrom,
procedure (see DNR rules §97A c 231 s 10 and
former head of the SNA program: Ellen Fuge, former §86A.05 subdivision 5, paragraph (d)) and good
manager of the SNA Program: Dick Brown,
biological science in allowing added recreation at
Breckenridge Chapter of the Izaak Walton League:
SNA's. If good biological practices had been used in
Larry Kennebeck, Breckenridge Chapter of the Izaak evaluating SNA's to date, most would not be
Walton League
approved for hunting or added recreation. For
example, hunting has been approved for the 17 acre
Background
Compass Prairie SNA yet there is no apparent
Minnesota SNA's are land or water features owned
biological reason to allow hunting nor do hunters care
by the state and managed by the DNR to protect
much about small parcels. In another example,
sensitive, unique, or rare components of nature, such Prairie Coteau SNA, a premier Southwestern prairie,
as wildlife, plants, geological features, water features, has been approved for hunting yet there is no
and similar. These areas tend to be the best of the
biological reason to allow hunting. A review did not
best that nature has to offer and are rare resources of consider that the prairie has occasional burrowing
exceptional scientific and educational value. Added
owls that nest in the cavities dug by foxes, coyotes
recreation can damage the native plant, animal,
and the like. If hunting removes foxes, coyotes and
aquatic, and other species that exist in a SNA, some the like then the endangered burrowing owl
of which are only found in that location and no other population is impacted.
location in the world or are declared to be
endangered by federal or state authorities.
The reason that the DNR Commissioner is trying to
open SNA's up to added recreation is unknown.
SNA's offer a safe haven to wildlife. As such, SNA's
Perhaps someone or some group convincingly
help wildlife and plants repopulate, and eventually
contacted the DNR Commissioner about their desire
migrate, such as by seed eaten by birds, to adjacent to see hunting allowed in all SNA's and they have the
or distant areas. These are our jewels of the natural
Commissioners' ear. This may be over funds the
world and should be left alone from human
DNR receives, such as DNR desired funds to
interference and their natural processes protected.
increase public support for SNA's and other DNR
Human activity should only be allowed consistent
activities.
with the provisions in place when the SNA was
established.
Other problems
The Outdoor Heritage Council (OHC) grants money
There are over 12 million acres of state, county and
for SNA management and new SNA acquisitions. For
federal land and water in Minnesota that are open to new acquisitions, the OHC rules require hunting to be
added recreation, including public hunting, and
allowed. However the DNR rules say only the
approximately 17,000 acres of SNA land that do not commissioner can allow hunting but such rules
allow added recreation on them. That is over 706
require a DNR review process before hunting is
acres of hunting land for each acre of SNA land not
allowed. The OHC apparently said to the DNR that
open to added recreation, including public hunting.
they would not give new acquisition nor management
The Issue
money to the DNR unless all SNA's are open to
The DNR has been planning to allow added
hunting.
recreation to some SNA's which may include; berry
picking, hunting, trapping, fishing, dogs, access by
Even more problems
watercraft, etc. In 2014, a few SNA's were approved The Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota
for such added recreation activities without proper
Resources (LCCMR) rules or statutes indicates that

hunting is allowed on purchased lands unless
otherwise determined by the DNR Commissioner. In
accordance with good biological practices, most
SNA's would not allow hunting. The language should
be altered to preclude hunting unless otherwise
allowed by the DNR Commissioner
What is happening currently
Apparently Sen. Marty has contacted the DNR
commissioner. In addition Senators Eaton and
Hoffman intend to contact the commissioner.

Articles have started appearing in newspapers and in
both pro hunting media and media against added
recreation.
What is next?
We intend to contact legislators, especially those in
an environmental committee type assignment within
the legislature. This especially includes legislators
who represent our views that added recreation at
most SNA's is not acceptable. We intend to also
contact conservation groups and encourage them to
take a stand.

It was not a good day for defenders of the river, however, the large majority of the people attending did
not speak and I know there were many who favored
the rule changes. It seemed most speakers were
The DNR public meeting on Mississippi River Corrihighly conservative and not interested in improving
dor Critical Area (MRCCA) at Greenhaven, Anoka on the ecology of the river or preserving its natural charJuly 16 was quite revealing. It was largely a stage for acteristics. These particularly adamant persons are
dramatic anti-government fanatics. Out of over 100
interested in developing or increasing the tax base or
attending, only a handful brought up constructive
hated any government control. The quality of water,
ideas to amend the draft rules. City representatives
the esthetics of nature, improved benefits to wildlife;
and developers were especially caustic toward the
all seem secondary to personal rights and monetary
proposed rules. One past mayor wants city develop- gain to them. As we become more populated and
ment rights, not detailed environmental plans. Others crowded some “inalienable rights” have to be modicame up with statements such as:
fied from time to time in order to continue forming a
• too complicated
“more perfect union”. Even our Constitution has been
• mainly taxpayers with large investments should be amended several times to accommodate the general
public and their ideals in a better way. We need to
heard
hear more from environmental conservationists who
• loss of private rights
believe strong rules will serve the overall environment
• vegetation replacement not reliable for erosion
including people better in the future.
purposes
• afraid N P Service will call the shots
Dick Brown
• against visual resource plan
• recreational use areas of 5,000 sq. ft. too small
PS Our property in Champlin is in the MRCCA.
• against permit for erosion prevention and vegetative planning
• no one should tell us what to do
• people don’t trust the DNR or the process-City
council members do a good enough job
• City of Champlin plans development which should
not have to comply
• someone recited Constitutional Rights

OPINION:
River Rules Meeting Attitudes

This is only a brief description from the antis.
Sensible questions were: there should be exemptions
to leaving dead trees stand if there is an epidemic
such as dying ash; use of wing dams to stop erosion;
new regulations are less restrictive than the old and
have fewer standards than the County; define native
vegetation and where will I store my boat?

practically non-existent as explosive human
population growth has denuded the country of all
its natural forests and once abundant wild
animals.
Tim is a life time Sierra Club member and a
supporting member of several conservation
organizations including, Nature Conservancy,
NRDC, LCV, Greenpeace, The Wilderness
Society, Friends of the Mississippi River and the
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance. He enjoys
birding as well and participates in the Christmas
Bird Count at the Springbrook Nature Center. He
looks forward to meeting more IWLA members in
the months to come and being involved in the
Chapter’s work and activities.

Welcome New (Board) Member
Tim Johnson
Tim Johnson volunteered to join and was voted
in as a member of the Breckinridge Chapter’s
Board of Directors in June. He has only been a
member of the Chapter since 2013 but is
interested in getting involved in grass roots
conservation advocacy. He has had this interest
much of his life, starting from his youth which
was spent in Ethiopia, up to the beginning of his
recent retirement from an RN career at the
University of Minnesota Children’s Hospital
where he specialized in Neonatal Intensive Care
and a little IT work.
Tim has lived in Brooklyn Park a few blocks
south of the Chapter’s Lodge since 1980 but only
decided to look into the IWLA recently after
talking to Jim Arnold at the Chapter’s booth at
the Midwest Mountaineering Canoe Expo. Tim
has been an avid canoeist and hiker during his
years in Minnesota. He has paddled several
northern Alaskan and Canadian rivers over the
years and enjoys trips in the BWCAW.
Backpacking is still a favorite vacation for him but
in recent years he has resorted to employing the
assistance of llamas to help with the loads.
He enjoyed hunting in Africa in his youth and
says that as a result of that Ethiopian experience
he is much more appreciative to live in this
country where conservationists have done a
better job protecting the ecosystems. He notes
with sadness that in Ethiopia, wildlife is now

We’re delighted to have Tim join us, and thank
him for maintaining the Chapter’s Facebook
page!

Our New Riverwalk
On July 15 & 16 Best Buy volunteers helped the
Breckenridge Chapter to upgrade and install a
section of the river walkway we have been
planning for years. Thanks to their hard work you
can now complete the circuit of the walk without
tramping in mud. Many thanks to all who
participated!

A few days later further work
on railings and a viewing
platform were added.

W. J. Breckenridge Chapter
Izaak Walton League of America
8816 West River Road
Brooklyn Park MN 55444

If you would like to submit an article for the Timberlines, please send it to
Marlys Carls-Steiskal at:

EditorBreckIWL@msn.com

Deadline is the last day of each month.
“All articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position
of the Breckenridge Board of directors.”

OPINION:
Vikings Killer Stadium
When sports become so important as to blatantly construct facilities that could be altered to protect
many species of birds, it makes me wonder. We have destroyed much of the natural environment
and now proceed to build structures that make things even worse.
Are indoor sports persons at odds with outdoor sports persons and enviro-conservationists? What is
important here: viewing in or out of the building or protecting species, some of which may be threatened or endangered? Please take my share of the money I will be taxed on for this stadium and use
it toward a more bird friendly structure. It is not too late to change!
Dick Brown

Timberlines is available on our website at www.breckenridgeikes.org If you
would like to receive notification of its posting, please contact Barb Franklin
at 763-657-1907 or breckcal@yahoo.com
Also Like us on our Walter J Breckenridge Chapter IWLA
Facebook page!

