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River Walk Repair

Board of Directors Meeting 7 pm

september 2020

Thanks are in order to two of our members, Jerry
and Wendy Steele, who took advantage of a quiet
4th of July to replace some of the rotten deck boards
at the bottom of our stairs and also repaired a couple
of shaky handrails leading down to the Mississippi
River along the trail behind the chapter house. It
was a very “balmy” 93 degrees, but the shade from
the trees and the cool breeze from the river allowed
them to move around comfortably, and the extra
Vitamin D was also appreciated.

Board of Directors Meeting 7 pm

All of the wood that was used for the repairs was
taken from the tarp covered stack next to the
Chapter House. The second hand treated lumber
was donated by Brad Larson.
A rotted ledger board also needed to be replaced
before dealing with the weak deck boards. Jerry is
pretty meticulous when he does his work and when
he noticed a couple of shaky/declining handrails, he
figured as long as he was there and had his saw set
up he might as well put up new boards at those
locations as well.
Note: the railroad tie steps appear to be holding up
quite well -- credit to Dick Brown and others who
had a hand in building the original stairway many
years ago.
(See pictures on the following pages.)

I’m not sure if Larry paid this Canada Warbler to
pose for him, but it sure is beautiful!
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Additional note from Tim Johnson
Soon after repairs were made to the north river stairs, nature saw fit to drop a large branch of the big white oak
tree at the top of the south stairs. It fell across the railing, knocking out two sections. Maintenance never ceases,
even during a pandemic!

Question to political candidates
SUBJECT: Environmental Conservation and preservation of our Natural Heritage:
Our Nation (including Hennepin County) is in the midst of “exponential” population growth nearly everywhere.
Three common examples in Hennepin County alone:
1. Brooklyn Park and Brooklyn Center in the 1930’s & 1940’s were almost all farmland and woodlots.
2. In 1945 the “Old Town” of Champlin’s population was 600 people and 800 in the entire Champlin
Township. It is expected to be over 30,000 in the 2020 Census.
3. The City of Dayton 15 years ago was about 95% farms, wooded areas, lakes and wetlands. Today there is
tremendous altering growth of housing from the Mississippi River to the City of Rogers. Soon business
development will follow.
QUESTION: In order to protect what remains of our Natural Heritage and over all environment, would you
cooperate with Federal and State Governments to enact legislation through incentives and border restrictions
(without a border wall) to stop the growth of our population and to eventually reduce it to future sustainable
levels?
Dick Brown
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Minutes - Breckenridge Chapter
IWLA BOD meeting, July 14, 2020

included in our files. Tim keeps records of past
rentals (has 20 years’ worth). John Fraley has
resigned as treasurer – we still need someone to step
into the treasurer role. Time requirement should
typically be 1 hour per month, possibly more when
scholarship checks need to be written out.

Board of directors ZOOM meeting, called to order
by Steve Schaust at 7:10 pm
Members present on Zoom call: Steve Schaust, Tim
Johnson, Barb Franklin, Dick Brown (via phone but
muted), Jerry Steele, Wendy Steele, Karen Ostenso,
Larry Kennebeck.

Jerry will be looking into getting locks to install on
the file cabinets. Karen is in process of painting the
closet walls – will finish this week. Audio visual
equipment will be reviewed/assessed by Tim.

Karen recited member pledge.

Do we still have a Safety Deposit Box? Will check
with Jim Arnold or John Rust.

A renter stopped by the property and reported there
is a tree down over the steps.

New post and mailbox for signs out front: Tim will
run to Menards tomorrow to purchase a 4” x 4” x 8’
Cedar-tone treated pine post and will use some of
the same type of post that he has on his property
(that are not in use) to be used for constructing a
new mailbox / sign post. Jerry and Steve have
volunteered to help with this project – Steve to
schedule a time and send out an email.

COVID Guidelines - Lengthy discussion
surrounding COVID19; Steve gave some guidelines
for safe/social distancing. He will send out email
from CDC with current data about masks, airborne
particles, survival rate of the virus, etc. with rentals
in mind, as far as “will we need to fumigate” or will
wiping down hard surfaces with bleach solution be
sufficient?

National IWLA - There was a “call-in” meeting
with National IWL to discuss membership. National
membership has dropped 20 to 30%, and of new
members, only 50% stay beyond one year. Ideas
still need to be generated. Joe thought that the
Mississippi River Stabilization Project might
generate new members. Our membership committee
has not met this summer yet.

National Night Out – October 6 – City of
Brooklyn Park is asking for commitment for
locations willing to host register between August 1
and September 21. We will postpone our decision
until later – closer to October 6 so we can follow
data and stay on top of guidelines from CDC and
State of MN.
Arctic Refuge - Rep. Betty McCollum wrote
legislation to protect Arctic Refuge in Alaska – Lois
Norrgard sent an email with a thank you letter
attached and Steve encouraged all to consider
sending thanks as well. Rep. McCollum has been
solid on the issues of the environment since her start
in office.

Tim will call John Moriarity to do a walk through
assessment of our Breckenridge property flora.
Noted: Construction of new geocaches is planned to
replace the ones that we have on our property & at
River Park.
Meeting adjourned at 8:24 pm.

Chapter House & Grounds
Karen has been organizing a central location at the
Chapter House for ongoing documents – historical,
Timberlines, financial statements, etc. Many
members still have stuff that they will need to bring
to the chapter house to be sorted through and

One hit on the River Park geocache with the
comment: “Great hidden treasure. Thank you”
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Chapter House Open for Rentals
As our State begins to open up commerce a little
more, we have been able to allow rentals of our
historic Chapter House to proceed. Did you know
that the original chimney has a stone from each of
the contiguous 48 states of our country? Many of
the other rocks are from the Mississippi river bed
near where it was built. We recently had it
tuckpointed and equipped with a new chimney top
damper.
To protect our customers during the pandemic we
will limit rentals, scheduling them so none are back
to back. This will allow for time to ventilate the
building and give us time to decontaminate
frequently touched surfaces. We will follow CDC
and MN Dept of Health guidelines for cleaning
solutions. Renters will be responsible for following
whatever social distancing rules are applicable at
the time of their rental. Remember that in some
cases, weather permitting, it might work to have
some of the activities outside to allow for an even
safer gathering.
Photo on Right: Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter
chimney was surrounded last month by native
wildflowers, mainly Hedge Nettles and Germander.

Chapter House Rental Rates
Non-Members:
(damage deposit: $300.00; $200 for previous renters)
Monday through Thursday ........................... $275.00
Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Holidays ........... $350.00
Members:(damage deposit $100.00)
Monday through Thursday ...........$125.00
Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Holidays ........... $175.00
Boy Scouts:(damage deposit $50.00)
Overnights........$50.00*
Rates and terms subject to change without notice;
please contact the Chapter for special circumstances.
Rental Chairperson: Tim Johnson
(Leave messages at 763-561-5364)
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Tortoise beetles
Wendy Steele notes:
These little buggers LOVE our potato leaves!! This is the first time I've ever noticed them but they are very
common and very interesting little pests.

Tortoise beetles are small beetles that resemble miniature turtles. They are rarely found in high nnumbers in
home gardes, so their feeding is primarily cosmetic. You’ll find them on plants in the Convolvulaceae and
Solanaceae families, such as morning glory, potatoes, tomatoes, beans and peppers. the larvae of these beetles
use their own frass and debris as a way of proteccting and disguising themselves against potential predators and
they can even raise the entire mass up and onto themselves from a special structure at the tip of their abdomen
(1st photo below shows the pile of frass in the “lowered” or flipped down position.)
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Friends in Brooklyn Park, Brooklyn Center, Crystal, Osseo, New Hope and Robbinsdale
Please join us and invite your neighbors to join us to watch and ask questions during our

Resilient Cities and Communities Online Candidate Forum
Hennepin County District 1 Board Candidates
Thurs, July 23 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm On Facebook live/ Zoom
https://www.facebook.com/events/649261889000472/

Please RSVP at https://rc3candidateforumdist1july23.eventbrite.com to watch the forum live and
to send in your questions for the candidates during the forum and in advance.
Come hear District 1 Candidates De'Vonna Pittman and Jeff Lunde share their views on how our
County can advance climate solutions, racial equity, energy efficient affordable housing with
universal design, transportation choices, health, green space & zero waste. (MaryJo Melsha invited)
See their answers to our candidate survey on July 23 at www.afors.org/resilientcities/districtone
Forum Co-Sponsors Resilient Cities and Communities Coalition (RC3) Think Again Brooklyns and
Breckenridge Chapter Izaak Walton League (more co-sponsors are welcome)

Additional potential forum co-sponsors we are contacting ACER, Opportunity Site Coalition
Organization of Liberians, Climate Strike, Sierra Club, Conservation MN, MN 350, NW Climate Action
For more info contact the Alliance for Sustainability
Sean Gosiewski, 612 250-0389 sean@afors.org
Carol Woehrer Think Again Brooklyns
carolwoehrer@usfamily.net
Shannon Gregory, HHH Policy Fellow
grego401@umn.edu

Resilient Cities and Communities Coalition (RC3)
www.afors.org/resilientcities
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W. J. Breckenridge Chapter
Izaak Walton League of America
8816 West River Road

Brooklyn Park MN 55444

If you would like to submit an article for the Timberlines, please send it to

Barbara Franklin at: bbfrankli@gmail.com
Deadline is the 10th day of each month.
All articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position of the Breckenridge
Board of Directors. The Editor reserves the right to edit material as necessary.

Strawberry Rhubarb Coffee Cake
Recipe from Karen Ostenso
Ingredients
FILLING:
3 cups sliced fresh or frozen rhubarb (1-inch pieces)
1 quart fresh strawberries, mashed
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 cup sugar
1/3 cup cornstarch
CAKE:
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon baking powder

1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup butter, cut into pieces
1-1/2 cups buttermilk
2 large eggs, room temperature
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
TOPPING:
1/4 cup butter
3/4 cup all-purpose flour
3/4 cup sugar

Directions
• In a large saucepan, combine rhubarb, strawberries and lemon juice. Cover and cook over medium heat about 5 minutes.
Combine sugar and cornstarch; stir into saucepan. Bring to a boil; cook and stir 2 minutes or until thickened. Remove from
heat and set aside.
• Preheat oven to 350°. In a large bowl, combine flour, sugar, baking powder, baking soda and salt. Cut in butter until mixture
resembles coarse crumbs. Beat buttermilk, eggs and vanilla; stir into crumb mixture.
• Spread half of the batter evenly into a greased 13x9-in. baking dish. Carefully spread filling on top. Drop remaining batter by
tablespoonfuls over filling.
• For topping, melt butter in a saucepan over low heat. Remove from heat; stir in flour and sugar until mixture resembles
coarse crumbs. Sprinkle over batter. Lay foil on lower oven rack to catch any juice spillovers.
• Place coffee cake on middle rack; bake 40-45 minutes. Cool on a wire rack.
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