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No Mow May
10
22

Board of Directors Meeting 7 pm
Pancake Breakfast 8 am – 1 pm

14
28

Board of Directors Meeting 7 pm
Social/Educational Meeting – 7:30 pm
TBA

No Mow May is a conservation initiative first
popularized by Plantlife, an organization based in
the United Kingdom, but which is gaining traction
across North America. The goal of No Mow May is
to allow grass to grow unmown for the month of
May, creating habitat and forage for early season
pollinators.

Pancake Breakfast
Volunteers Needed
If you can help out on any of these shifts, please
text, email or call Barb Franklin 763-242-0432 or
bbfrankli@gmail.com

Saturday, May 21 Setup 9-noon
Sunday, May 22
First shift 8-10:30
 Pancakes (batter mixers and flippers)
 Kitchen (sausage, coffee, tend counter)
 Beverages/Tables (keep beverages full, bus
tables
Second shift 10:30-1
 Pancakes (batter mixers and flippers)
 Kitchen (sausage, coffee, tend counter)
 Beverages/Tables (keep beverages full, bus
tables

Dutchman’s Breeches taken by Tim Johnson at
Blue Mounds State Park this weekend

Cleanup 1-2:30
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Champlin Garden Club

Board of Directors Meeting
Highlights: April 12, 2022


President’s Report
Beautiful new banner with IWL Logo presented,
celebrating 100 years IWL Organization. To be
posted on grounds during functions.
Rough fish resolution by Tyler was passed and
sent on to National. Convention will be held in
Peoria, IL.
State board meeting is scheduled for April 30 th
in Hackensack.
Spring cleaning needed: volunteers will be
recruited at Social Educational meeting.



Spring Plant Sale
Sat. May 7th, 2022
8:00 am - 3:00 pm

Chapter House Rentals: Tim

Willy McCoy’s Parking Lot
Hwy 169 & Hayden Lake Rd

Rentals are filling up through summer with
graduations & weddings.
We discussed cancelling the Chapter house
phone, but it will remain for now. Most rental
business is done online or through Tim’s cell.
We’ll vote at future meeting to keep or
disconnect.



Annuals, Perennials, and Herbs
Pollinators love that our plants are from local
reputable
nurseries that do not use neonicotinoids!

Conservation Issues Committee: Tim and
Larry (co-chairs)

Cash, Checks or Credit/Debit Cards Accepted

Facebook posts are updated with items on “NoMow May”, jumping worms, pollinators, etc.
Tim reported on current Legislative issues
Karen and Sue volunteered to go through
Breckenridge Chapter By-laws to determine
what needs updating. More volunteers are
needed.

Ask about the drawing to win a plant or a garden
tool.
Come and support this local group that plants and
maintains the gardens at Doris Kemp Park, the
Champlin cemetery and has provided support to the
horticulture programs at both CPBA and Champlin
Park High School.

NEXT BOARD MEETING: Tuesday, May 10, 2022

If you are interested in joining our group,
please contact us on our Facebook page.
We would be happy to have you!

Happy Birthday, Dick!
Karen Ostenso baked a cake to
recognize Dick Brown’s 95th birthday
at the April Board meeting.
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Native “Rough Fish” the Topic as we Returned to In-Person
Monthly Meetings
By Tim Johnson
Last year we managed just one
in-person Social/Education
meeting before the Coronavirus
shut us down again. At that
meeting Breckenridge Chapter
members, Darby and Geri
Nelson, presented their latest
book, For Love of a River: The
Minnesota. This past month we
again returned to in-person meetings. This time another of our members, Tyler Winter, gave a well-received
presentation on “Rough Fish Conservation”. If you missed the talk, you can view it at:
https://youtu.be/IRB2WPj9Qlc
In May we have not scheduled a Social/Education meeting due to our Pancake Breakfast being held that same
week. We will announce the speaker for June soon.
Tyler’s talk brought us up to date with something happening up at the Minnesota Capitol where, thanks to
among others Rep. Becker-Finn, a bill concerning “rough fish” has been working its way through the many
steps required. Tyler provided testimony in support of it. Below is that testimony.
Also working its way through a Breck Chapter committee is revision of our by-laws, including removing
outdated language stating one of our purposes was to “launch and conduct a concerted campaign for the
control…and eradication of rough fish”

Evaluation of Rough Fish Report: HF4492
Dear Chair Moran and members of the House Ways
and Means Committee,
First, I want to thank the House Environment
Committee and Chair Hansen for including the
Evaluation of Rough Fish in HF 4492.
I am a “rod and gun” conservationist. I believe that
managed hunting and fishing creates advocates who
directly depend on the resource. Therefore, I
strongly support the Evaluation of Rough Fish
report. Historically, Minnesota has managed fish as
either game fish or rough fish. For example, burbot
(Lota lota) were “rough fish” until this year when
they were reclassified as “game fish”. However,
“either or” management creates confusion,
resentment, non-compliance and erodes
management credibility. It is time for Minnesota to
create a new regulatory framework that supports,

Shorthead redhorse are a
designated rough fish.
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and is supported by, rod and gun conservationists.
This evaluation of designated “rough fish” is the
first step in regulatory reform and should be
supported by all Minnesotans, especially those of us
who pursue native, so called, “rough” fish.

“rough fish” on game fish. However, those impacts
have not been documented. In fact, experimental
rough fish removals conducted by the Minnesota
DNR demonstrated the value of native rough fish to
game fish. Native rough fish provide many
ecosystem services. They are prey for game fish and
birds of prey. They are hosts to imperiled
freshwater mussels. They can enhance the
productivity of streams. And, they compete with
and prey on invasive species. Furthermore, many
species of rough fish are threatened in all or part of
their range. Seven species of Minnesota’s rough fish
are listed as threatened by another state.
Researchers are raising concern and proposing
regulatory reforms to address these issues.

Minnesota is home to 143 species of native fish.
However, 26 native species are designated as
“rough fish”. The “rough fish” are generally species
large enough to be caught with conventional
angling gear, but not commonly utilized in
American cuisine. (Fig 1) The term “rough fish” is
defined by state statute (Minn. Stat. 97A.015, Subd.
43) but has no biological justification.
The current regulations for the 26 species of native
rough fish are largely unchanged since 1909
(Minnesota Statutes, 1909, Chapter 545, § 2).
However, some species have been removed from
the rough fish definition, including yellow perch
(Perca flavescens) and turtles. Most recently, burbot
(Lota lota), lake whitefish (Coregonus
clupeaformis) and lake herring (C. artedi) were
recategorized.

A growing public awareness of our native rough
fish is creating an opportunity for regulatory reform.
The Minnesota Division of the Izaak Walton
League of America just passed a resolution calling
for reforms to our native rough fish regulations.
Adopting new regulations, which balance utilization
and protection, will create responsible and
sustainable fisheries.

Reform of the regulations and administrative rules
applied to fish listed in Minn. Stat. 97A.015, Subd.
43 are urgently needed. First, the statutory
definition does not include scientific nomenclature
making it ambiguous. Second, the statute excludes
“any fish species listed as endangered, threatened,
or of special concern in Minnesota Rules, chapter
6134.” Unfortunately, Minnesota Rules 6262.0200
Fishing regulations for inland waters, does not
include this exemption. This contradiction between
statute and administrative rule is prima facie
justification for review of current rough fish
designations. If further justification was asked for,
the conservation status of these fish in other states,
their commercial importance, the increased harvest,
and ecosystem services are also pertinent. Lastly,
the status and regulations of designated rough fish
have never been systematically evaluated, before or
after, liberalized seasons and harvest methods were
legalized.

Lastly, I support and appreciate the work done by
the House of Representatives to create this
important legislation.
Thank you,
Tyler Winter

Early management of native non-game fish was
preoccupied with the presumed impacts of so called

Tyler’s daughter as seen in the 2022-23
Minnesota Fishing Regulations
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Do Trees Have Legal Rights?
In 2005 a group of small town residents in
Pennsylvania opposed a plan to dump toxic sludge
in an open pit. Someone from an organization called
Community Environmental Defense Fund assisted
them in making their arguments. That
organization’s lawyer drafted an anti-sludge
ordinance. It stated that “it is unlawful for any
corporation…to interfere with the existence and
flourishing of natural communities,” and natural
communities were to be considered “persons.” The
proposed dump was cancelled. That may have been
the first ordinance to ever successfully call a natural
object a “person.”
In 1971 the idea that trees, or stones, or rivers have
legal standing was first proposed. The son of I.F.
Stone wrote an article in a legal journal proposing
to give “legal rights to forests, oceans, and to the
natural environment as a whole.” In 1972 a case
brought by the Sierra Club came before the
Supreme Court. Although the Sierra Club lost,
Justice William Douglas wrote a dissenting opinion.
He noted that inasmuch 0as a corporation is a
‘person’ in legal proceedings, so should be valleys,
lakes, swamp land, and so on.
In 2008, Ecuador adopted a new constitution. It
included a significant world first, that is, that”
Mother Earth” has “the right to integral respect for
its existence.” Recently the Ecuadorean supreme
court ruled against mining rights based on potential
damage to a forest.

At this time two lakes, a marsh and two streams
have a case before Florida state court against a
proposed development that involves the destruction
of 1900 acres of wetlands and forest. The lakes and
marsh claim they would suffer injuries that are
“concrete, distinct, and palpable.”
The above is taken from an article in The New
Yorker magazine of April 18, 2022 written by
Elizabeth Kolbert.
Karen Ostenso
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The Secret of the Cannon Woodland Queen
Or

How the Ikes found the Lily
On the banks of the Cannon River
Where the sweetest waters flow,
Dwells a tiny dainty flower
Below the town of Faribault.

To verify the find
Of those maturing dainty shoots.
Now this Queen of Mine and the Woodland Queen
Are sisters of a kind.
They both share secrets they give to me,
But little at a time.

Between the Sandstone bluffs
And the overhanging cliffs,
Shy and dwindling blossoms
Seem to hide like fairy myths.

The Woodland Queen you must respect,
If her charges you would meet,
She will hide the ones you wish to see
If you are not wood-wise-discreet.

To find the woodland secret
Came seven stalwart men.
They searched the cave of bats
And they stumbled o’er the fen.

The Dwarf Trout Lily is not a myth,
She is sweet and shy and obscure.
When you hear the song of the cannon,
They are somewhere near for sure.

They scurried up the rocky peaks
And they scoured the low ravine,
But the floral nymphs kept their hiding place
And only one was seen.

Some save the lives of oppressed men,
While some save souls for the Lord.
The Ikes seek to save all species
That man does not want, or abhorred.

The woodland queen keeps her secrets well
But it’s said she may let known
The things she hides from common man
To a gender of her own.

Vera Brown discovered the first Dwarf Trout Lily
on the property May 7, 1989. She, of course, is “the
seeker from way up North” per Dick.

The Seeker came from way up north,
From a land of lighter soil;
With almond eyes of wonderment
She began her gentle toil.
Gooseberry bushes tore her frock,
Low branches caught her hair
Sweat ran down her bosomed breast;
Her composure remained quite fair.
As the sun swung down toward the limestone bluff,
In that golden afternoon,
The Woodland Queen called out her nymphs;
They displayed their dainty bloom.
‘Twas now that the Great Horned Own
Gave a series of long drawn hoots,
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W. J. Breckenridge Chapter
Izaak Walton League of America
8816 West River Road
Brooklyn Park MN 55444

If you would like to submit an article for the Timberlines, please send it to

Barbara Franklin at: bbfrankli@gmail.com
Deadline is the last day of each month.
All articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position of the Breckenridge
Board of Directors. The Editor reserves the right to edit material as necessary.

Chapter House Rental Rates
Non-Members:
(damage deposit: $300.00; $200 for previous renters)
Monday through Thursday ........................... $275.00
Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Holidays ........... $350.00
Members:(damage deposit $100.00)
Monday through Thursday ...........$125.00
Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Holidays ........... $175.00
Boy Scouts:(damage deposit $50.00)
Overnights........$50.00*
Rates and terms subject to change without notice;
please contact the Chapter for special circumstances.
Rental Chairperson: Tim Johnson
(Leave messages at 763-561-5364)
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