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After getting a biology degree at University of
Minnesota Duluth, he volunteered with the MN
DNR to do fish surveys. Later he became an
Environmental Scientist with the Metropolitan
Council's Water Resources group. Now his day job
is water quality monitoring of our region's large
rivers. Someday he hopes to catch every fish
species in Minnesota but has only caught 50 to date.
He is constantly trying to raise awareness about
native fish so everyone can enjoy them as much as
he does.
We’re meeting in person! The public is welcome to
this social/educational meeting on Tuesday, April
26 at 7:30 p.m. at the Breckenridge Chapter House
of the Izaak Walton League of America, 8816 West
River Road, Brooklyn Park. For more information
call 763-421-6781.

Coming Events
12
26

10
22

april 2022

In Tribute to Ukraine

Board of Directors Meeting 7 pm
Social/Educational Meeting – 7:30 pm
Tyler Winter - “Rough Fish Conservation”

may 2022

Board of Directors Meeting 7 pm
Pancake Breakfast 8 am – 1 pm

Social/Educational Meeting:

Tyler Winter
“Rough Fish Conservation”
“Rough fish conservation” is an oxymoron. But
why is that? Native non-game fish play an
important part in the ecosystem. Please join us for a
presentation on Minnesota's native fish, their history
and why they deserve protection. Tyler Winter is an
angler, conservationist, and environmental scientist.

Our prayers and hopes are with the people and
refugees of Ukraine. This owl was painted by
Andrii Anikushyn, age 6, Ukraine, International
Owl Center, which is working to make the world a
better place for owls through education.
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Board of Directors Meetings

school safely. They will contact us for our
input if the grant is approved.

Highlights: February 8 and March 8
•

Minnesota Division Annual meeting
Held January 30th Tim summarized All eight
resolutions presented passed unanimously,
including Resolution #2022-7 Protection of
Native “Rough Fish” submitted by Tim Johnson
and Tyler Winter

•

Social Educational meetings will resume in
person on April 26, 2022 with Tyler Winter
presenting a talk on rough fish conservation

•

Pancake Breakfast Plans are to hold the
Pancake Breakfast again on May 22. Steve
volunteered to chair the event when he is
recovered from his upcoming surgery. It was
decided not to have a plant sale this year.

•

Chapter House Rentals No rentals in March
due to Covid. June is booked solid (graduations
and weddings). End of year holiday season
contracts are booked solid.

•

Scholarships Deadline for applications is April
22, 2022 and has been posted on our website.
All five current recipients are eligible for
extension.

•

Erosion Committee Joe reported that the City’s
grant request for riverbank stabilization failed so
there will be no action on that this year.

•

Membership Karen reported that membership
is down slightly, not surprising with two years
of Covid restrictions. Discussion about
advisability of subsidizing new membership
dues was mentioned but decision will be
discussed in committee

•

Building and Grounds
•
Cover-It-Up buckthorn experiment on our
property enters its third and final year.
Turkeys seem to have scratched up the test
site so much that the seeds didn’t sprout.
•
City of Brooklyn Park thanked us for our
support of their grant request for funding for
bike-paths and sidewalks to get kids to

•

Pending Legislation
Some good bills to be aware of:
•
HF# 2764 – A bill to require a Rough fish
report by the DNR to the Legislature
•
HF# 4107 – A bill asking $3.3 M from
general funds for SNA maintenance.
•
HF# 3774 – (Swan Protection Act) a bill that
prohibits the use of lead sinkers and jigs in
swan breeding waters.
•
HF# 2908 – A bill to require smarter road
salting to cut back on chloride pollution of
our waters
•
HF# 2814 – A bill on CWD (Chronic
Wasting Disease) is being watched by our
McCabe Chapter members.
The Wake Boat issue was also brought up with
a recommendation to read the article in the
current issue of the Minnesota Conservation
Volunteer.

Tried Kernza?
Perennial Pantry brand kernza flour and pancake
mixes - have you tried it? Kernza is a perennial
grain that is part of the U of M’s Forever Green
project. Tim and Karen like it.
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What’s going on here?

Their preferred habitat ar both sand and gravel but
from the photo above it is obvious they can live (if
not reproduce) on the bottom of a tank in the
Minneapolis water intake system. Like all mussels,
they filter and purify our water as an ecoservice.
Muckets on the outside are hard to tell apart from
the males of two similar species found in the river
below our Chapter House, the fatmuckets and plain
pocketbooks. The mucket can be distinguished from
these species by its uniformly oblong shape, heavier
pseudocardinal teeth, and lack of beak sculpture. I’ll
bet most readers didn’t know clams had teeth and
beaks!
The Minnesota DNR states that “the continued
persistence of mucket populations in Minnesota is
threatened by the hydrologic alteration of streams
and their watersheds; the continuing decline in
habitat conditions on the Mississippi River
associated with its management as a navigation
canal; and water and sediment pollution from nonpoint and point sources. Dams, channelization, and
dredging increase siltation, physically alter habitat
conditions, and block the movement of fish hosts.
The mucket is also being impacted by the
infestation of non-native zebra mussels (Dreissena
polymorpha) in the Mississippi River and its
tributaries. Zebra mussels (coming sooner or later to
our stretch of the Mississippi) can attach themselves
in large numbers to the shells of native mussels,
eventually causing death by suffocation.

These mussels are being used as an early warning
system for toxins in our water supply. When they
sense toxins in the water, they “clam up” (clamp
shut) and through the attached wiring they can send
a signal to us to pay attention and look for
something bad happening upstream. Isn’t it ironic
that a species that is playing a role in saving us from
being poisoned (mainly by our own doing
upstream) is threatened by us with extirpation
throughout most of our state.

A few muckets found in the infested stretch of the
Mississippi a couple decades ago were translocated
south of the metro area where the river was then
free of the invasive zebras. Efforts were also made
to propagate juveniles for restocking into areas
where habitat had improved. We members of the
Izaak Walton League are pitching in indirectly to
saving our heritage of mussels with our Upper
Mississippi River Initiative.

The mucket clams (Actinonaias ligamentina)
pictured are a Minnesota threatened species. Before
European settlement they were found in all the
medium and big rivers of our state. Now they are
only common in the St. Croix and its tributaries.

By Tim Johnson

3

4

Scholarship Committee
Seeks Applicants

less crazy year at UWStevens Point, but still as
busy ever for me. I have
continued to volunteer
teaching a group of high
schoolers at my church, and
I am getting into more
major specific classes. I am
still working on my Forest
Management major and
have added a Forest Health
and Ecology minor. Last semester, I took
Dendrology and learned to identify over 100 trees,
and joined the Society of American Foresters
(SAF). I also took my favorite class so far,
Environmental Ethics, and have decided to work
towards an Environmental Ethics certificate. This
semester, I’m taking a Wood Utilization course,
Animal Ethics, and started visiting Botany Club as
my schedule overlaps with SAF. In my little free
time, I still spend a time in Schmeekle Reserve
hiking and watching the deer. Looking forward, I’m
excited to say I plan on studying abroad in Europe
this summer to complete my Summer Field
Experience credits. It’s looking like a great trip, but
a final decision will be made April 15 regarding
safety.

By Jim Arnold
The Breckenridge Chapter scholarship committee is
seeking applicants for the 24th year of students
seeking careers in environmental areas.
Applications have been sent to local schools and
can also be found on the Breckenridge Chapter web
site. The following students are currently recipients
of the Breckenridge scholarship.
Willa Nagel is
completing her junior
year at the University of
Minnesota. She recently
changed her major from
Environmental Education
to Plant Science in
Agroecology with a
minor in soil science.
She is especially
enjoying her research work (funded by the Natural
Resource Conservation Service) scanning soil with
mid-infrared waves. Her career goal is to work with
the Natural Resource Conservation Service as a soil
Conservationist. She plans to return to Montana this
summer to continue her work as a soil
conservationist. She recently completed her third
Birkiebiner ski race with her sister Emily.

Nicholas Mertens
graduated from Osseo
High School last spring
and now attends St.
Benedict’s/St. John’s
University. Nicholas
writes, “I’ve been
extremely busy! I’m
currently pursuing a
double major track in
Environment Studies and
Political Science with a
minor in Hispanic Studies; I’m currently hoping to
practice environmental law in impoverished
communities. My most recent academic venture has
me potentially traveling to Egypt next year for the
UNFCCC COP27 meeting! Outside of pure
academia, I’ve become involved with our “Climate
Justice Club”, which has hosted interviews with
many local politicians on environmentalism. Music
has continued to be a big factor of my schooling,
and I’m now preparing to be principal trombonist
next year for our top ensemble.”

Gabriel Drayton, a
graduate of Maple
Grove High School, is
completing his
sophomore year at
Northwestern
University where he
has changed his major
to industrial
engineering with a
minor in Portuguese language. He plans for a career
focus on conservation and environmental rights in
South America, especially in the Amazon region.
This summer he plans to complete an internship in
Chicago and then study abroad in Spain next fall.
Sierra Hinkel, a graduate of Andover High School,
is completing her junior year at Stevens Point
College. She recently wrote “It has been a slightly
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Annika Hall A graduate of Andover High School writes that she has been having a
wonderful first year at UW Madison. “I am currently majoring in Environmental
Studies through the Gaylord Nelson Institute, and tentatively plan to double major in
Public Affairs. I have been working in an undergraduate position at the Center for
Limnology and am thoroughly enjoying it! I have hopes to intern at UW's Trout Lake
Research center in Northern Wisconsin either this summer or next as an undergrad
researcher.” Currently she is working on a project processing zooplankton and other
microorganisms from a variety of Wisconsin lakes to learn more about the trophic
patterns in these ecosystems. In addition to her studies, she is in the Bird Watching
Club as well as in a student Theatre Organization.
The Breckenridge Chapter has now awarded 100 scholarships totaling $51,100 in the twenty-three years of the program.
As in years past, recipients can reapply for the scholarship for up to four years of their undergraduate careers. The main
source of funding for these scholarships is an endowment fund established through the generosity of members. The
endowment began with an initial donation from the estate of Irene Swanson in the summer of 1999, followed shortly
thereafter by sizeable donations from Cynthia Haugland and Walter and Dorothy Breckenridge. The endowment
continues to grow, thanks primarily to generous donations each year from Larry Swanson’s estate (his wife Sharyl), Tom
and Marilyn Breckenridge, John Breckenridge and Mary Ellen Vetter. When earnings from the endowment are not
sufficient to cover the scholarships costs, fund raisers (like the annual silent auction) and special donations from other
members have been used. Thanks to all those members who have made it possible to support local young people as they
study for their environmental careers. If you have questions about the Breckenridge Chapter scholarship program, please
contact one of the committee members: Jim Arnold, Judy Arnold, Melissa Sonnenberg or Mary Ellen Vetter

Almost all of the scholarship endowment fund is invested conservatively so has been impacted
very little by the financial impact of the pandemic or the war in Ukraine.
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Opinion:
Assessing New Farming
Practices

the land lays unplowed or cultivated there will be an
accumulation of weed seeds either by wind, animal
distribution or last years weeds going to seed, which
can cause an “exponential” situation. I doubt that
cover crops would smother the prolific weeds native
or exotic that are waiting to germinate. I do not
know how cover crops would affect undesirable
insects.

By Dick Brown
Not being a farmer or agricultural scientist;
nevertheless, from what I hear and read farming
practices are a long way from perfect. To begin with
tremendously large sized farms with monocultural
practices are a major problem for groups trying to
preserve what is left of our Natural Heritage of
Native Species, both flora and fauna.

Therefore, it seems to me that although runoff and
erosion will be partially controlled, the use of
pesticides and herbicides will not be eliminated.
Nor will copious applications of fertilizers. These
new practices are an improvement to land use but
far from perfect.

Agricultural runoff causing erosion, transfer of
pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers to bodies of
water such as ditches, creeks, wetlands, lakes and
rivers is what the most modern way of farming is
supposed to prevent.

Because runoff from most fields to another place
will never be perfected; however, vast improvement
could be made if each farm that produces runoff to
another place should be required to install a
settlement pond before waters exit from their land.
This could be a huge improvement to the problem
of polluting WOTUS (Waters of the United States).
Settlement ponds can also be beneficial to wildlife,
however, would be very expensive. The public
would need to carry much of the burden.

Each season’s residue of last year’s crop is left to
lay, un-plowed or cultivated. This helps to stop
erosion and runoff carrying chemicals depending on
the slope of the land. Planters that punch seed
through the residue allow planting without a “clean”
field, helping to prevent water runoff and wind
erosion.

Darby Nelson advised me one time when I was
arguing for a more perfect solution to an issue:
“Don’t let the Perfect get in the way of the Good.”
He was right. Good advice but sometimes hard to
take. Maybe another time rules passed will see
improvement.

A newer concept continues the preceding process
and now introduces the practice of planting cover
crops after the harvest or before. I believe cover
crops consist of a fast growing annual that when it
dies in winter adds to the residue and when residue
and cover crops rot together in the next seasons;
preform as fertilizer and humus benefiting
following year’s crops. However, the accumulation
of these residues would take many years of
accumulating and rotting before they could come
anywhere near taking the place of commercial
fertilizers. There is little nitrogen in plant residue to
equal the modern practice of applying fertilizers,
especially nitrogen profusely.

I propose a Social/Ed meeting by a professional
Agriculturist to inform us of the details of modern
farming, especially regarding the above newer
practices. The public needs to understand ways that
our farmers and Government can work together to
improve the environment of our soil and water. The
DNR, EPA and PCA agree that we are not doing
well by our waters. So do most environmental
groups. They are usually way ahead of the agencies.

Then without cultivation or spraying of herbicides
what happens to unwanted weed growth? Each year
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Champlin Garden Club

Spring Plant Sale
Sat. May 7th, 2022
8:00 am - 3:00 pm
Willy McCoy’s Parking Lot
Hwy 169 & Hayden Lake Rd

Annuals, Perennials, and Herbs
Pollinators love that our plants are from local reputable
nurseries that do not use neonicotinoids!
Cash, Checks or Credit/Debit Cards Accepted
Ask about the drawing to win a plant or a garden tool.
Come and support this local group that plants and maintains the gardens
at Doris Kemp Park, the Champlin cemetery and has provided support
to the horticulture programs at both CPBA and Champlin Park High School.

If you are interested in joining our group, please contact us on our
Facebook page. We would be happy to have you!
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Opinion:
What Does Minnesota Have in
Common with Brazil and
Canada?

NRDC claims. They claim these products and other
wood products can be obtained from more
sustainable managed forests. This may be true but
“sustainable management” still means cutting trees
that are storing carbon and will be a long time
before they are replaced.

By Dick Brown
In Minnesota we seem to have a similar problem on
the horizon, though not as large as the two examples
mentioned above. “Cohasset City Council approves
environmental review for 44M Wood Plant”
according to the Star Tribune. It is said the plant
would consume 400,000 cords of wood annually,
mostly Aspen, a 14% increase over present
statewide harvest levels. Minnesota forests are only
a small part of the world’s forests or even our
nation’s forests. However, if every county, state and
nation keeps adding to timber production, which
seems to be the case, there will be few natural
carbon storage areas left. Prairies and Savannas
store carbon but far less than old growth forests.
Furthermore, they are extremely rare ecosystems.
Continual global warming will be inevitable.

Worldwide there is a problem where industry is
active in removing carbon sinks (storage) that store
carbons both natural and manmade. We read
recently in the Star Tribune (March 9th) “The
Amazon rain forest is losing its ability to bounce
back.” When disturbances such as fire, wind and
periodic drought occur, the Amazon Forest has a
hard time regenerating because of loss of trees from
logging and land clearing for agriculture. When part
of the forest “dries out” the remainder loses its
ability to recuperate, kind of a chain reaction
reducing rainfall for the whole. Conservationists are
greatly concerned. So much for the Amazon.
A March letter of the N.R.D.C. (Natural Resources
Defense Council) states that Canada’s Boreal Forest
also has a similar vast problem. They state that “this
majestic forest stores nearly twice as much carbon
per acre as the Amazon.” Yet Canada is “allowing
more than a million acres each year to be clear cut”
and that a substantial amount of it is used for toilet
paper, paper towels, etc. Wildlife habitat and
Indigenous people’s rights are also destroyed,

It seems Minnesota is following suit with the big
destroyers of carbon storage. Furthermore, our
growing population will make it harder to turn these
practices around.

Chapter House Rental Rates
Non-Members:
(damage deposit: $300.00; $200 for previous renters)
Monday through Thursday ........................... $275.00
Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Holidays ........... $350.00

A Limerick for April
By Karen Ostenso

Members:(damage deposit $100.00)
Monday through Thursday ...........$125.00
Friday, Saturday, Sunday & Holidays ........... $175.00

For two years, there just was no way
We could meet on our usual day.
Covid kept us apart.
But in April we start
While we happily shout "Hip! Hooray!"

Boy Scouts:(damage deposit $50.00)
Overnights........$50.00*
Rates and terms subject to change without notice;
please contact the Chapter for special circumstances.
Rental Chairperson: Tim Johnson
(Leave messages at 763-561-5364)

9

W. J. Breckenridge Chapter
Izaak Walton League of America
8816 West River Road
Brooklyn Park MN 55444

If you would like to submit an article for the Timberlines, please send it to

Barbara Franklin at: bbfrankli@gmail.com
Deadline is the last day of each month.
All articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position of the Breckenridge
Board of Directors. The Editor reserves the right to edit material as necessary.

Larry Kennebeck’s Gallery
Spring is Coming!
The pelicans are back!
Gulp!

Skunk cabbage is growing
in wet areas!
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