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Coming Events
June
12
23

26

Board Meeting 7:30 pm
Rain garden maintenance 9:0012:00 Bring your own tools and
a smile.
Joint Social/Educational
Meeting with Audubon
Chapter of Minneapolis
Steven Saupe speaking about
eatable wild plants

The winners of the raffle at the
Pancake breakfast:
Walking Stick – Erin Berg
Walking Stick – Payton Payne
Chickadee birdhouse –
Debbie Burgoyne

As of May 8, 2012, we have
126 paid members.

July
10
16
24

Board Meeting 7:30 pm
20th IWL National Convention
Lincoln, Nebraska
Joint Social/Educational
Meeting with Audubon
Chapter of Minneapolis
Tom Schlagenhaft, DNR
Mississippi River Planning
Director – Lake City, “Asian
Carp: The Problem & the
Solution?”

August
14 Board Meeting 7:30 pm
25 ` IWLA 90th Anniversary
Celebration Holiday Inn
Maplewood

HELP NEEDED
WONDERFUL
VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
Rain garden maintenance
9:00- 12:00
Bring your own tools and
a smile.

MINUTES OF BRECKENRIDGE
BOARD, IWLA. May 8, 20112
Attendance: John Fraley, Larry Kennebeck,
John Rust, Barb Franklin, Jim Arnold, Bruce
Hansen, Mark Gustafson, Dick Brown &
Marlys Carls-Steiskal, Editor of Timberlines
The meeting was brought to order at 7:40PM
by John Rust, V.P.
Conservation issues: No issues discussed
Board Position: One board position is still
open
Climate Change Forum: Forum update
discussed with no decision. John Rust is
looking for committee supporters to plan
90th IWLA anniversary: Board tentatively
decided an appropriate donation from our
chapter for the raffle could be: a 3-4 day
Boundary Waters excursion by Camp Minojen
for a family of four. This offer is ordinarily
priced at $400.0 to-500.00. However, Jim
Arnold is on Minojen’s Board and has secured
a package deal that would cost our chapter only
$250.00. Board decision to be made later. Bid
on use of our chapterhouse was suggested but
seemed impractical.
Chapter House and grounds: Discussed
weeding of rain garden, planting by street and
completion of stonework around gate posts.
No dates were set. Barb consulting with Larry
LaFontain. Old Burr oak near river is dying.
Consensus was to leave it stand for wildlife as
it seems no danger is imminent.
Island Deer culling: Steve is working with
Brooklyn Park on a mutual agreement. Safety
will be stressed.
News letter: John Rust is applying to National
for an award for our newsletter. Marlys CarlsSteiskal will use our tax exempt number to
purchase a new computer which is used
extensively for the Timberlines.
PROGRAMS: Our Chapter is very fortunate
that members Darby & Jeri Nelson offered to
purchase and pay up to 50%if the cost of a new
projector for the chapter. Motion was made by
Dick Brown/Barb Franklin that the chapter pay
at least 50% or more of the cost. Members
have made donations. Donations are still
welcome.

Our chapter has asked Mpls. Audubon Chapter
to join us and share in selecting programs for
June, July and August, during the times they
have no meetings. We will select programs of
mutual interest. This will be the third year of
this offer.
The Board discussed several possibilities for
programs during this period and beyond.
Audubon will be consulted for their input
during June – August. Some following
suggestions from our Board: Shawn Otto,
Author of Fool me twice, topic science denial
(Darby ); A topic on wild food (Barb); Author
Stan Teckela on birds or a subject not herd by
Audubon (Larry, Barb); DVD on growth
busters (Barb); Wayne Hammer, naturalist
from Wabasha (Larry); Olivia Dorothy IWLA
Upper Mississippi River specialist (Dick)
Ideas from Chapter members are welcome!
Pancake Breakfast: We took in approx..
$1,100.00 including plant sale and raffle.
Exact cost not determined as yet. The cooks
were Steve, Mark and John. The kitchen
servers were the Boy Scouts and Boy Scout
committee men. Ticket sales by Wes, Vera &
Lorraine. Plant sale by Linda Eriksson. Raffle
& card sales by Sarah Schaust. It was reported
more help could have been used in the cooking
department.
Treasurers Report: Business Checking
7,911.09
Business Market Rate Acct.
18,065.37
Total
25,976.46
Scholarship committee: Jim Arnold reports 15
applications so far. Committee meets next
week to determine who qualifies and whether
we grant 4 or 5 scholarships this year.
Membership: Lorraine Spears, membership
chair reports 127 members to date. This
entitles us to 6 votes at State IWLA
conventions.
Various comments were made during this
meeting not recorded here.
The meeting was adjourned 9:00 PM
Dick Brown, Sec. pro tem

fragmented forest Caribou are more easily
preyed upon by wolves. The Canadian
government is addressing the problem of
caribou decline with a controversial plan to
actively kill wolves.

Breckenridge Chapter May
Program - XL Pipeline and Tar
Sands of Alberta Canada
Sarah Risser gave an important presentation
at the Breckenridge Chapter on the proposed
Keystone XL pipeline. TransCanada wants
to construct the pipeline from the Alberta tar
sands to the US coast on the Gulf of
Mexico. The presentation highlighted many
inter-related issues:
1) TransCanada, a foreign-owned company, is
using eminent domain to build the Keystone
XL Pipeline across land owned by private
citizens of the US. The pipeline crosses over
the Ogallala Aquifer a vital water source for
ranchers, farmers and citizens throughout the
Midwest.

2)

The Keystone XL Pipeline is actually not
intended to increase the supply of oil available
to US consumers. The primary near-term
purpose of the Keystone XL Pipeline is to
divert a glut of oil in the Midwest to a largely
tax-free, Foreign Trade Zone on the Gulf Coast
of Texas, enabling Canadian oil to be sold on
the international market for a higher price than
it currently commands in the US.

3)

The industrial mining operations used to
extract bitumen in Northern Alberta result in
forest fragmentation that, in turn, disturbs
wildlife and destroys vital habitat. In a

4)

The extraction and refining of bitumen is
particularly water and energy intensive and is 2
- 3 times more carbon intensive than
conventional
oil,
thus
contributing
proportionally more to global warming.

5)

Thousands of square miles of the Alberta
landscape and watersheds are and will be
impacted by tar sands mining as it expands.

6) This project diverts attention from expanding
cleaner and renewable resources.

Below: Pipeline Spill Map - Source: Department
of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration

Summary of McCabe Chapter Polymet
Mining Meeting in Duluth
-

Summary written by John Rust

Two members of the Breckenridge Chapter (John Rust
and Larry Kennebec) attended the Polymet Mine panel
discussion in Duluth on May 2nd. The McCabe Chapter of
the Izaak Walton League put together a varied and
balanced panel for the discussion which included a
representative from Polymet Mining Company, a
representative from the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources, and an environmental protection advocate for
the Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy
(MCEA).
Panel Members:
Larry Kramka – Minnesota DNR - Division of Lands and
Minerals
Brad Moore – Executive Vice-President Polymet (former
head of MN PCA)
Kathryn Hoffman – Staff attorney Minnesota Center for
Environmental Advocacy
Moderating the discussion was McCabe Chapter
member Craig Grau. There were no PowerPoint
presentations nor was there an open mike for
questions. Questions for the panelists were written on
note cards and handed to the moderator. The potentially
contentious meeting ran quite smoothly and the McCabe
Chapter did an awesome job organizing the panelists and
running the meeting. The McCabe Chapter normally
meets at the Hartley Nature Center, however due to the
expected large turnout the meeting was moved to
Concordia Lutheran Church. The 250 people in the
audience were quite interested in this topic. Local Duluth
television news had a camera present and portions of the
meeting were rebroadcast on television during the evening
news.
Background: Opinion in Northern Minnesota is
somewhat split between (1) environmental protection/not
allowing the mine and (2) economic opportunities which
also include protection of the environment. The long term
consequences are potentially severe with Minnesota’s
pristine forests and watersheds at stake, including the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCA). The
Polymet mine and similarly proposed mines are a new kind
of mining in Minnesota that contains significant deposits of
copper, nickel, zinc, palladium, manganese, and titanium.
These metals are used in our day to day life in products
that we all use such as: cell phones, computers, batteries,
iPods, and automobiles. However, along with these
valuable metals, the Polymet ore deposits contain
significant deposits of sulfur, unlike the familiar and
traditional iron ore/taconite mines in Northern Minnesota.
The sulfur in the tailings piles could potentially react with
water and oxygen producing a toxic run-off that could
pollute surface and ground water in two different
watersheds. One watershed flows along the Kawishiwi
River into the BWCAW and one flows into the St. Louis
River and eventually into Lake Superior. The US
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) gave the original
Polymet Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) a failing
grade: "Based on our review of the DEIS, EPA has rated
the DEIS as Environmentally Unsatisfactory - Inadequate,

or EU-3. Environmentally Unsatisfactory (EU) indicates
that our review has identified adverse environmental
impacts that are of sufficient magnitude that the EPA
believes the proposed action must not proceed as
proposed." In order to address the issues raised in the
original DEIS, a Supplementary Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (SDEIS) is due to be released for public
review during the Fall of 2012.
State Representative Alice Hausmann and State
Senator Jim Carlson proposed bills in 2010 that require
mining companies to financially assure payment for
reclamation and environmental damage from sulfide
copper-nickel mining, even if problems show up long after
operations have ended or companies quit for reasons
including bankruptcy. The bills would have required
companies to fully treat potentially harmful sulfur-water
drainage during mine operations so no further treatment is
required after shutdown. The bill states, "The
commissioner shall not issue a permit to mine under this
section to a nonferrous metallic mineral mining operation
unless the applicant establishes that the mining conditions,
activities, and practices will not require water treatment
after the mine's closure or otherwise result in irreparable
harm to significant scientific or environmental resources."
The Minnesota Division of the Izaak Walton League is at
the forefront of water protection. As early as April of 2008
the Division passed a resolution that said:
“To ensure the protection of Minnesota’s water
resources which are critically important for anglers,
canoeists, hunters, and the wildlife which depends
upon these water resources, which include the Rainy
River drainage which flows into the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness and Voyagers National Park,
and the St. Louis drainage which flows into Lake
Superior, the Minnesota Division of the Izaak Walton
League of America at convention, April 27, 2008, Red
Wing Minnesota supports legislation which bans the
use of perpetual treatment systems for mine tailings
and the discharged water that is produced by mines.
The Minnesota Division of The Izaak Walton League of
America further urges Minnesota not permit any new
mines that require ongoing water treatment after the
mine was reclaimed.”
Discussion Summary: The following is a partial summary
of the discussion as indicated in my notes. It may not be
accurate and is tainted by my perspective and ability to
follow the discussion. My apologies if I have miss-construed
parts of the discussion or miss-represented any part of the
discussion. I have attempted to be as accurate as
possible. Not all areas of the discussion are summarized
below because some parts of the discussion were logistically
short. This is paraphrased and is not a transcript.
According to Kathryn Hoffman sulfide mines have a bad
track record and leave behind legacy effects. However,
Larry Kramka responded that regulation is important and
Minnesota regulation is robust. Brad Moore concurred
with Mr. Kramka, that Minnesota has tough regulations,
and concedes that there are bad examples in the Western
US that were the result of bad practices. Brad also
indicated that regulations spur innovation.

The Minnesota regulation for sulfide in the water where
stands of wild rice exist is 10mg/liter. Ms. Hoffman responds
to whether tough regulations ‘kill jobs’ by indicating that
clean water increases the value of lands and increases the
quality of life for people and provide habitat for wildlife.
There was a lot of discussion as to whether the Flambeau
mine in Wisconsin was a success and whether it is leaking
sulfides into the Flambeau River. Brad Moore indicated that
the Flambeau mine near Ladysmith Wisconsin is a
successful example that closed 10 years ago, and has no
acid drainage. Kathryn Hoffman indicated that there is no
sulfide mine example that has been determined to be
successful and that sulfates are leaking into the Flambeau
River at 1300mg/liter – which would not pass the Minnesota
standard of 10mg/liter. My understanding of the discussion
is that the current level of sulfates in the Flambeau River
does not exceed the current law for Wisconsin water quality
standards (possibly because once it reaches the river it is
diluted). Larry Kramka says that Wisconsin environmental
laws are different than those in Minnesota and do not have
the same sulfate standards. Consequently the Flambeau
Mine would not meet Minnesota’s water quality closure
standards. Mr. Kramka also says that Minnesota
regulations take into account long term situations and there
would be financial assurances in place. Larry also says that
the company that operated the Flambeau Mine (Kennecott’s
Flambeau Mining Company) came back to the site to
address issues.
A question came up about wild rice. Moderator Craig
Grau asked Len Anderson (in the audience) of the McCabe
Chapter to make a brief statement and summary of some of
the issues. Len indicated the he and his wife Beth have
had a lifetime of harvesting wild rice. Len says that a
sulfate level of 10mg/liter has been scientifically established
as the upper bound for stands of wild rice. This limit is
however being challenged in the courts. Brad Moore says
he has harvested wild rice himself, and that this issue is
important to Polymet. There are questions the Chamber of
Commerce has, as to how the apply the standard, and to
exactly what is a ‘stand’ of wild rice. Mr. Moore says that
current taconite tailings from legacy iron mining ponds
discharge with sulfates at 70-80mg/liter and sometimes at a
rate that is 1000mg/liter. Kathryn Hoffman says that more
science may be needed but the current standard of 10mg/
liter is currently on the books and should be enforced. US
Steel is not currently in compliance. Mr. Kramka indicates
that the non-ferrous mining industry wants to comply with
the standard.
On the question of how long the waste piles would be in
existence. Brad Moore indicated that tailings must be
stored under water and not be exposed to oxygen. This
situation must exist permanently. Mr. Moore also indicated
that we all want and use products whose metal are derived
from mines. For example: we use catalytic converters
composed of mined metals in our vehicles that reduce
pollution. Hybrid vehicles use many of these metals as
well.
What are the financial assurances and are they
adequate? Larry Kramka indicates that has not yet been
established. The Lands and Minerals Division of the MN
DNR would establish the financial assurances when the
permit is issued. Kathryn Hoffman says that there are two
aspects to financial assurances. (1) Short term reclamation
costs (i.e. these were $20 million for the Flambeau

mine). (2) Long term monitoring and treatment of the
containment pits which must hold sulfate bearing tailings
under water. We currently may not have enough
information to know what the long term costs might
be. Kathryn indicated figures between $45 million and $300
million – possibly depending upon the mine. Ms. Hoffman
says we must require adequate financial assurances. In the
Western US there are super fund sites that may require as
much as $70 billion to clean up (possibly as an aggregate
cleanup cost). Ms. Hoffman indicates that mining
companies create subsidiary companies to do the actual
mining so as to shield the parent company from liabilities.
The profits go to the parent company, but the subsidiary
company bears the financial risk. Brad Moore says that
financial assurances are an important issue, and that the
rules in place for the Western US are bad
examples. Minnesota regulations are better. Larry Kramka
says that the parent company must be the name of the
responsible company on the permit for a mine issued in
Minnesota.
Some shorter discussions took place on
various topics. Below is an incomplete summary:
Larry Kramka says we are monitoring water quality going
forward. Once the mine is reclaimed, if standards are met,
the mining company wants the financial assurance money
back.
Brad Moore says that it takes (or is taking) 7-9 years to
develop a mine. Background monitoring of air and water
must occur. Current taconite mines expel about 77 pounds
of mercury each year. The Polymet mine would expel
about 4 pounds of mercury per year.
Larry Kramka says the US EPA studies show that 1 in
10 babies in the Lake Superior region have elevated
mercury in the blood stream. Current rain fall exceeds
water quality standards for mercury. The source of much of
this mercury is Western states coal fired power plants and
drifts over Minnesota. Research needs to be done on
methyl mercury and sulfates. Mercury in Minnesota will
remain a problem into the future, but the origin is not
Minnesota.
Kathryn Hoffman indicates that sulfates are an agent that
causes mercury methylation. We should be burning less
coal.
Brad Moore indicates that Lake Superior has mercury at
a level of 1.3nanograms/liter.
Moderator Craig Grau asked audience member and geologist
Jim Miller (Univ. Minnesota Duluth Geology Dept.) to
summarize some aspects of the geology. Dr. Miller says that
heating sulfur bearing ores breaks a weak bond between
sulfur and the metals, releasing metals like
palladium. Catalytic converters use palladium. A mine in
Russia supplies 50% - 60% of it. Historically ‘old fashioned’
smelters at the Russian mine released large amounts of SO2
into the atmosphere which can cause acid rain and acid
problems in lakes in Northern Minnesota. Since the late
1990’s scrubbers put into the Russian smelters have
improved the situation and water quality has since
improved. The metal and copper deposits in Northern
Minnesota are a huge resource and are estimated to be #3 or
#4 in the world. We can show the world how to do this type of
mining.

Jim Arnold and John Fraley at the IWL table at the Brooklyn Center Earth Fest.

The IWL would
like e-mail
addresses of
members. Ple
ase
let us know if
you want to
receive our new
sletter the
"Timberlines"
by e-mail.
contact Barb
Franklin at
763-657-1907

One 2012 scholarship recipient, Ellen
Squires, attended our last meeting and
told us about her current activities.

Izaak Walton League member Rosie Ramsey sitting in a Tesla Roadster at the Minnehaha
Chapter electric vehicle showcase event. Vehicles kindly provided by Mark and Kate Hanson
(Fresh Energy) and Jukka Kukonnen (PlugInConnect).

Big old snapping turtle just below the Coon Rapids Dam in a stream that feeds into the Mississippi
River. Photo by John Rust - taken May 19, 2012

Trust at heart of copper mine debate

So, he said, let’s do it here where Minnesota’s
environmental laws and PolyMet’s commitment
will ensure a good result.

It would have been a good-sized congregation
on a Sunday morning, but the 250 who gathered
The project awaits the revision of an
at Concordia Lutheran Church on Wednesday
Environmental Impact Statement, which was
evening weren’t there for a sermon.
rejected in 2010 by the Environmental
By: Sam Cook, Duluth News Tribune
Protection Agency. The irony of the evening,
not overlooked by Izaak Walton League
They came seeking the word of experts on all
sides of the debate about the proposed PolyMet moderator Craig Grau, is that many of us in the
room would be long gone when all of this
copper mine north of Hoyt Lakes. Some may
eventually plays out. So, I sat there thinking
have come with their minds firmly made up,
about my future grandchildren and their
one way or the other, about the wisdom of
children, wondering what kind of world we will
allowing the first-ever copper mine in
leave for them. It is impossible not to play out,
Minnesota. Others may have come with open
minds, eager to hear divergent views and draw in one’s mind, a worst-case scenario: streams
devoid of fish, rivers and lakes devoid of wild
their own conclusions.
rice, wells full of undrinkable water.
Whatever, it was an earnest crowd at the event
Already, the lifestyles we demand have resulted
sponsored by the Izaak Walton League of
Duluth. Many in the rows of pews had brought in fish consumption advisories posted at boat
landings. The rain that falls on Minnesota, said
notebooks and pens. Despite the potential
panelist Larry Kramka of the Minnesota
volatility of the debate, not a voice was raised
Department of Natural Resources, exceeds the
during the hour and a half discussion.
state’s guidelines for mercury. Fifty percent of
The deposits of copper beneath our soils in the the state’s pre-settlement wetlands have been
drained.
country north of Hoyt Lakes are rich and
valuable. The project, proposed near the site of
And this in a state that prides itself on
the former LTV mine, would bring jobs to the
area. But copper mining has always come with protecting the environment.
environmental consequences where it has been
What this decision comes down to, of course, is
done elsewhere around the world, including
Wisconsin, said Kathryn Hoffman,a panelist
trust. Do we trust companies like PolyMet to do
the right thing? Do we trust the DNR and the
representing the Minnesota Center for
Environmental Advocacy. Namely, sulfide ore Environmental Protection Agency to uphold
rigorous environmental standards? If things go
wastes exposed to air and water can form
badly years down the road, what are the chances
sulfuric acid. In many cases, that acid has
that a mining company can be held financially
leached into groundwateror surface waters.
responsible?
PolyMet claims that this mine will be different, Someday, our grandchildren may learn the
that the company can prevent such toxic runoff. answers to those questions.
PolyMet vice president Brad Moore, a panelist
at the meeting, said copper mining will continue
to be done around the world to meet our
demands for smart phones and other devices.

Tuesday, June 26, 2012
Stephen G. Saupe:
Edible Wild Plants
What's missing from
your diet? Learn
about Edible Wild
Plants from Stephen
G. Saupe, a professor
in the joint biology
department of the
College of St. Benedict and St. John's University, where he has
taught for more than 30 years. He is a plant
biologist who was inspired to become a botanist by Euell Gibbons, author of Stalking the
Wild Asparagus. Steve continues to experiment with edible plants, especially wild fruits,
and his presentation will feature some of the
edible plants in our area.
Come for a fun and interesting evening with
this dynamic speaker!
Chapter House 7:30 p.m.

July 24 Social Educational meeting, 7:30 PM: Tom
Schlagenhaft, DNR Mississippi River Planning Director – Lake
City, “Asian Carp: The Problem & the Solution?” He currently
co-chairs Minnesota’s Asian Carp Task Force and coordinates
Asian Carp activities within the DNR.

2012-13 Scholarship
Recipients

visits with residents at a local nursing home.

By Jim Arnold

Grove High School, recently completed her
freshman year at the University of
Minnesota. Her plans are to earn her degree
in Environmental Science, Policy and
Management before deciding whether to
continue her studies or enter the work world.
After her first environmental class Kristen
writes, “I am more realistic about the best
way to approach environmental problems
since I have learned more about how people
must consider environmental, economic and
societal perspectives in decisions concerning
the earth.” Overpopulation is an issue that
has always interested Kristen. She says she
has more hope for the future now after
learning that birth rates decrease as society
progresses; that investing in women’s rights
and education can lower population growth.
Outside the classroom Kristen has joined
MPIRG and is a member of the
Environmental Task Force. She works as an
undergraduate laboratory assistant with Dr.
Ferrington’s Chironomidae Research Group
measuring the length of Chironomid exuviae
from Isle Royale rock pools. She continues
to enjoy a variety of outdoor activities such
as climbing, camping and hiking.
.

The Breckenridge Chapter Scholarship
Committee recently named four outstanding
young people as our scholarship recipients
for the 2012-13 school year. The four
students are:

Ellen Squires, a graduate of Andover High
School, recently completed her sophomore
year at St. Olaf College. She plans to major
in biology with a concentration in statistics
and environmental studies. Her long range
plans include attending graduate school to
obtain a degree in environmental law, public
health, biological research or another
ecology-related career. Some highlights of
her sophomore year included: A January off
campus desert biology course in
southwestern United States, her involvement
on campus with Environmental Coalition and
presenting the findings from her yearlong
research project at the National Conference
on Undergraduate Research in Ogden, Utah
this spring. This summer Ellen will be
working on an NSF funded research project
at the University of Texas where she will be
studying the response of microbial
communities to climatic and environmental
change. She’ll return home for a few days
before leaving to study abroad in India
through St. Olaf’s Biology in South India
program. When Ellen returns to campus
she’ll be living at the Wendell Barry House,
an environmentally-themed honor house that
focuses on local foods and sustainability.
During her “spare” time Ellen plays in the
Philharmonia Orchestra, mentors two
underrepresented high school students and

Kristen Peterson, a graduate of Maple

Karin Sather, a Champlin Park High
School graduate, recently finished her
freshman year at St. Olaf College. She
writes that her career goals have changed
drastically since coming to St. Olaf. Karin
now has declared biology as a major with a
concentration in statistics. She states, “I
enjoy studying how things interact and am
now looking more heavily into the field of
ecology research.” Ultimately she would
like to be an ecology professor. Because of
her background studying Spanish, however,
she still has an interest in clean water
research in Spanish speaking countries. This
spring Kristen worked on a research project
involving tree swallow nesting behavior.
This summer she will be involved doing
research in northern Minnesota for the B4
warmed program at the University of
Minnesota. This program involves
researching the effects of global warming on
boreal forests.

others so they can help make the world a
better place.” Kaelyn’s extracurricular and
volunteer activities are impressive. She has
created a rain garden in her back yard,
planned a sustainable cafeteria project for her
school and taught preschool nature classes at
Eastman Nature Center. She is an avid longdistance runner, Nordic skier and biker and
plans to take part in her first marathon and
triathalon this summer.

The Breckenridge Chapter has now awarded
58 five hundred dollar scholarships in the
fourteen years of the program. The main
source of funding for these scholarships is an
endowment fund established through the
generosity of members. The endowment
began with an initial donation from the
estate of Irene Swanson in the summer of
1999, followed shortly thereafter by sizeable
donations from Cynthia Haugland and
Kaelyn Williams is a recent graduate of Walter and Dorothy Breckenridge. The
endowment continues to grow, thanks
Cooper High School and will begin her
primarily to generous donations each year
college career at University of Minnesotafrom Larry Swanson and Tom and Marilyn
Duluth this fall. She has created her own
Breckenridge. When earnings from the
interdisciplinary major, combining courses
endowment are not sufficient to cover the
from Environmental Sciences,
scholarships costs, fund raisers (like the
Environmental Studies and Outdoor
annual silent suction) and special donations
Education. Kaelyn also plans to minor in
Spanish. She hopes to combine her interest from other members have been used. Thanks
in the environment with art, physical activity to all those members who have made it
and teaching. Working as a naturalist, park possible to support local young people as
they study for their environmental careers.
ranger or similar position where she can
share her love of the outdoors may be a
If you have questions about the Breckenridge
logical career path. Kaelyn has an even
Chapter scholarship program please contact
loftier goal, however, “ I have a dream to
become an explorer some day, traveling the one of the committee members: Jim Arnold,
Judy Arnold, Melissa Sonnenberg or Charlie
world and learning about the environment
Taflin
and how it has been impacted by climate
change and other human activity, and then
teaching what I learn from exploring to

W. J. Breckenridge Chapter
Izaak Walton League of America
8816 West River Road
Brooklyn Park MN 55444

If you would like to submit an article for the Timberlines, please send it to
Marlys Carls-Steiskal at:

EditorBreckIWL@msn.com

Deadline is the last day of each month.
“All articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position
of the Breckenridge Board of directors.”

If you can provide light
refreshments for one of our
Tuesday meetings, please contact
Barbara Franklin 763-657-1907
Or bbfrankli@gmail.com
June 26 – Marlys Taflin
July 24 –
August 28 -

Thank
you!

Ground Water Aquifers
Did you know that ground water aquifers in
the Twin Cities metro area significantly
decline during the summer time?
The Reason
Thousands of people are watering their
lawns.
The Solution
Limiting the
amount of lawn
watering can
save over 1000
gallons of water
per month.

