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Coming Events

voted to appoint his
recommended
successors, Tim
Johnson and Larry
Kennebeck, to take
over from him. Dick
has held the Chapter
positions of
Conservation Issues
Chair, Environmental
Education Chair and
State Director for many years and it will be a big
challenge to do as good a job as he has done.

December 2021
12
14
28

Minnesota Division Executive Committee
Meeting (Zoom) 6:30 pm
Board of Directors Meeting 7 pm
No Social/Educational Meeting

january 2022
11
25
27
30

Board of Directors Meeting 7 pm
No Social/Educational Meeting
Reading/Discussion of ResolutionsMinnesota Division Izaak Walton League
of America's Zoom Meeting 6:30 pm
Annual Meeting of the CorporationMinnesota Division Izaak Walton League
of America's Zoom Meeting 6:30 pm

One thing we had to do to make this transition work
was to sit down with Dick and pick his brain for
advice on how to keep things on track. In doing so
we learned a lot about the history of the
Breckenridge Ikes. Dick’s father, Stephen E.
Brown, was one of the charter members of the
South Minneapolis Chapter of the Ikes (now the
Bush Lake Chapter). In the ‘30s and ‘40s, starting at
the young age of eight, Dick sometimes joined his
dad at Chapter events. When the family moved to
Champlin in 1945 (Dick was 18 years old then)
attending meetings was not practical even though
they did drive down to the Bloomington chapter a
few times. But a few years after the move in 1950,
give or take a couple years, his dad said “You
know, there is a North Minneapolis Chapter. Maybe
we can go down there and see if we can be
members.” The North Minneapolis Chapter’s
chimney had the date 1936 on it, a year earlier than
the founding date of the South Minneapolis / Bush
Lake Chapter.

february 2022
8
22

Board of Directors Meeting 7 pm
No Social/Educational Meeting

Dick Brown Passes the Baton
and Some Chapter History
Anyone familiar with the goings-on over the years
at the Breckenridge Chapter of the Izaak Walton
League knows what a key figure Dick Brown is,
and has been for many years. Recently, Dick
decided it was time to transfer some of his official
responsibilities to others. Considering that he is in
his mid-nineties and having difficulty hearing and
getting around, our board members consented and

Dick went on to say, “we found out when they were
having a meeting and Dad and I went down and
went in the door and there was an old table,
probably the same one we still got, only I put
wheels on it since then, and there was four guys
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sitting there drinking beer. We came in and we
looked around, one of the guys said “Hi”. We
looked around, and they didn’t pay any attention to
us so dad said “Well, let’s go”. So, we left and
never went back in his lifetime.” Dick’s dad passed
away in 1956 and it wasn’t until 1982 when Dick
“got the bright idea of going down there again.
There were a few guys there and they welcomed me
and said ‘Come on in and sit down.’ In those days
Gene Knopp was the President and his daughter
Becky was the Secretary and Treasurer. Becky is
still a neighbor living near the Chapter House. Gene
was a real nice fellow but they didn’t have any
organization to speak of. He was a teetotaler so
there was no beer allowed in the clubhouse and I
favored that. They never had regular meetings back
then, just whenever something came up. So, I asked
if I could join and they signed me right up. The
history of what was going on between the ‘50s and
‘80s I don’t know.

garage sale. My position won by one vote, Breck
was on my side.
“Lyle Bradley (head of science department for
Anoka Hennepin School District) was our first
speaker (1985) and he talked about hypothermia –
talk about hypothermia!” Dick said “It was too cold
to have the meeting at the Chapter House because
the furnace wasn’t good enough so we held the
meeting at the library. Nobody seemed to know
when the Chapter House addition was added to the
Chapter House but we bought a new furnace in
1985 which was still going strong when we got a
new one a couple years ago.
“In 1985, the Minnesota Division sponsored the
National Convention in St. Paul. We had about
three car loads of people lined up to go down there.
I got a call in the morning, about 6 am, saying our
President, Gene Knopp had died overnight. Becky
of course couldn’t come with us then but we went
down there where our Chapter had a booth. In those
days we had a couple more Chapters than we have
now. The Metro area back then had a Minnehaha
Chapter and a Carver County Chapter which are
both now defunct.

“They didn’t have very many members, maybe 2530 that year. They weren’t really much involved in
issues. I kept talking a lot about conservation issues
because I knew considerable about things (I was a
member of Sierra Club and Audubon but they met
way down in South Minneapolis while the Ikes
were only 7 miles away). I was only there about a
year when they made me a member of the Board.
We only had about 18 members near the end of
Gene Knopp’s term.
“Gene called a meeting and about 7-8 people
showed up. Dr. Breckenridge from down the street
was one of them. I had never seen him at any of our
previous meetings. Gene wanted to sell the Chapter
property but there wasn’t quite enough river
frontage for two lots. Next door neighbor, Jim
Arnold, who was a member but rarely came to any
meetings, was asked about selling a sliver of his lot
to give the Chapter enough frontage to make two
lots. Gene had found out that if the Chapter
dissolved, the Division would get the property but if
the Chapter sold the property before dissolving, the
members could divide the proceeds among
themselves and do what they wanted with the
money. Dr. Breckenridge said it would be a shame.
After everyone else spoke (I was still pretty new
back then) I said maybe we should hang on for a
couple more years. I said we should have scheduled
monthly meetings with speakers and an annual

“I became a delegate to the Minnesota Convention
about three years after I joined. I served in that role
for about 4 years. Next (around 1986) I became a
Board Member-At-Large of the Minnesota
Division. Back in those days, our Chapter was a
fairly weak one and anyone who joined could climb
right to the top. In those days our Jaques Chapter
was where many of the leaders were from. I asked
2

Chuck Gerness to be on the Minnesota Division
Issues Committee around 1988. I served on that
committee for four years which was around the
same time I was Vice President of Regional Area 1
(Metropolitan Area). I eventually became Chair of
the Issues Committee. I was criticized for having
too many issues and not prioritizing but I said ‘we
have 1500 members, why can’t a few people get on
each issue?’

“We changed the name of the Chapter when Breck
was still alive and Linda Kane (Gov. Ventura’s
sister-in-law) was President. Vera and I were at the

“In 1985 when Gene Knopp died, Vern Peterson
became Chapter President. He started our periodical
Timberlines and our membership began to climb.
When I was President we peaked at 127 members.
One reason for the high membership though was
that Jesse Ventura was having his campaign
meetings there (we added about 15 members). John
McCloskey (Treasurer) made sure his mother was
the 100th member and received a long stem red rose.

Itasca Park Lodge having dinner and I noticed at
least four posters of Breckenridge’s art hanging on
the walls. I had been thinking that since our Chapter
was really not in North Minneapolis anymore, we
might rename it, maybe “Two Rivers”. But then I
suggested we name it after our member Walter J.
Breckenridge (Author’s note: recognizing the
naturalist’s leadership on environmental issues, his
life of research, his prolific nature artistry (on film,
canvas, book illustrations and in renowned museum
dioramas and his position at the University of
Minnesota as the Director of the Bell Museum of
Natural History). Dr. Breckenridge hadn’t been
much involved with our Chapter until we started
having regular education meetings, but then, while I
was Chapter President, he joined our Board of
Directors.
“Another President we had was the head of the
Bunker Hills Regional Park on West Main Street.
He was our President for a couple years. We had a
booth at an event at the Park and put our stickers on

“The biggest program attendance we ever had was
about restoring the elk herds in northwestern
Minnesota. People from the Anoka and St Anthony
gun clubs (I shot there quite a bit) all came and
were standing room, leaning against the fireplace.
The speakers back then presented from the back end
of the Chapter House because the lighting was
better there.
“We started having garage sales but after two or
three years, people started running out of stuff to
sell. My son Steve was married to the daughter of
the owners of Bob Evans Gift Shop, the knickknack store on 85th Ave across from Fleet Farm.
They used to give away stuff every year that didn’t
sell. So, we started going over there every year and
picked up a truck load of stuff and sold it at our
garage sales. We made good money for the Chapter
from the sales. But when our son Steve got
divorced, the owners quit their memberships and
quit giving us any more stuff. So, we never had
another sale after about 1992.
“Our finances were pretty skimpy back then. Once
John McCloskey (our treasurer, and for a time State
Division treasurer) and Floyd Anderson and I
picked up a used refrigerator for $50 for the
clubhouse. Once, for a silent auction, I took a full
trailer of split wood for the garage sale but no one
bid on it so I left some to burn in the fireplace and
took the rest back home.
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A Scary Environmental and
Human Threat

the brochures the State Division had given us. After
the event we gave the brochures back but our
stickers were still in them. Later on, Governor Arne
Carlson joined the Ikes and signed the brochure
which had our sticker in it. The Division had given
him our brochure by mistake so he became a
member of our Chapter instead of the Gopher
Statewide Chapter. The Division President was mad
as hell and told us we needed to change it but said
she knew our Board never would.

By Karen Ostenso
The Curious Reporter
The following is a condensation of an article in The
New Yorker of October 11, 2021 written by Ed
Caesar entitled “The Dead Ship.”
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/10/11/t
he-ship-that-became-a-bomb

“A former governor, Elmer Anderson, who owned
the EIC papers (Anoka, Champlin, BP) once spoke
at our chapter about Voyageurs National Park.
Breck told Gov. Anderson (R) that he used to vote
Republican but changed since the Republicans
never seemed to be interested in the environment.
Anderson said ‘Yes, our Party has taken a wrong
turn on the environment.’

Since 1987 a ship holding a million barrels of crude
oil has been moored at anchor in the Red Sea a little
west of Hodeidah, the only open port to Yemen. It
was put there as a floating storage and off-loading
facility and is owned by a state-run firm that can
only afford very basic maintenance. It no longer has
any source of power, hence the designation as a
dead ship. Yemen is under control of the Houthis
since a coup in 2014.

“In his early 90s, Breck said he couldn’t hear well
enough what people were saying anymore and he
decided to resign from the Board.” Dick follows
Breck’s example in handing over responsibilities to
others only as his failing hearing forces him. Dick
remembers that even after resigning his position,
Breck attended some Board meetings and
sometimes would need to be reminded he was no
longer a member when it came time to vote on
motions. Maybe that will prove to be the same with
Dick if, as I suggest, we vote to award him the title
of Director Emeritus when he retires from the
Board?

Because the ship is rusting and leaking, it could
possibly sink, catch fire or explode. Regardless of
which of these happens, the result would be huge
and catastrophic. Fishing is the livelihood on islands
and on the coasts of all adjacent countries. There
would be nothing left to catch. The Yemeni port of
Hodeidah would be unreachable and all supplies
come into Yemen via that route. After many years
of war, imports are the primary reason that
malnourishment is not any worse than it is. About
half of Saudi Arabia’s water comes from
desalination of the Red Sea. And because there is no
power on the ship, there are no functioning fire
stations.

Dick told of how “When Breck was 100 years old
we threw a birthday party for him at the Chapter
House. When he thought no one was looking I saw
him take a big swipe of frosting off the cake but I
never told anyone about that until lately.”

Yemen is basically a failed state with the Houthis
making decisions. Several plans have been
proposed to off-load the oil onto another ship, but
they want to retain control of the oil because of its
cash value. Each plan has fallen through or been
rejected. They have also laid ground work as a way
to use the ship militarily to thwart incursion from
other countries. A further complication is the lack
of a clear-cut decision maker for all Houthis, so
decisions are not binding. As of now, they have not
agreed to even an inspection of the ship’s current
state of disrepair. The UN continues to try to
negotiate.

We hope that one day we can throw a 100th birthday
party for Dick and we promise to look the other way
when he takes a finger full of frosting off his cake.
Interview excerpts by Tim Johnson
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infringement on eco-systems for humans and
wildlife. But developers are not the basic cause of
concern. Developers only act on demands of the
public.

The most recent proposal is to off-load into a
storage facility and sell the ship for as scrap metal.
No active preparations for this process have yet
been made.

Some demands are like “People” parks and trails
and lake and stream “improvements” that remove
natural settings benefitting wildlife. Much of
expansion of our outdoor recreation is hazardous to
wildlife and their habitats. For instance: The
pending expansion of the Lutsen Mountain Ski
Resort, which would be partially on U.S. Forest
Land and directly adjacent to the Lloyd Scherer
Scientific and Natural Area (DNR). Change in the
eco-system near the SNA could bring drastic
changes to the Native Flora and Fauna there. It is
also speculated that natural drainage onto the SNA
from the high area of the ski resort would bring
chemical and hydraulic changes that would further
affect the integrity of the SNA.

The unstable political situation seems to be the main
obstacle to any solution: and the general population
of the area seems nearly doomed to suffer,
regardless of which form of destruction occurs.

There is also a great demand for new housing as
many people move to the suburbs and beyond to
escape the crowding and bickering of the inner
cities and older suburbs. Of course, the increase in
human population from too many births and
constant immigration are the main cause of new
housing demands. New housing brings a demand
for public infrastructure both within the major cities
and beyond.
So, do we place all primary blame on developers or
on the real reason so much of our natural heritage is
disappearing, altered and degraded? Climate
Change is not the only imminent catastrophe facing
our Country and The World, but a great deal of
Climate Change and other problems are caused by
over-population and resulting human demands. Our
President and other Nations’ leaders pledge to
preserve the world’s forests! How do you do that
when increasing humanity demands more
agricultural products and more lumber for housing?
Wood is a major ingredient of most housing
worldwide. We need to think about whether more
humans are beneficial, or whether we have too
many already!

Opinion:
Blaming developers
Development has long been the bane of many
environmental conservationists. Some say
sustainable development is the answer. However, all
development is an infringement on our Natural
World with some few exceptions. An example
could be a new or improved sewer treatment plant
or re-development of a deteriorating building or
highway bridge.

Dick Brown

So, it is the custom for many of us to blame
developers for the loss of so many natural areas and
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W. J. Breckenridge Chapter
Izaak Walton League of America
8816 West River Road
Brooklyn Park MN 55444

If you would like to submit an article for the Timberlines, please send it to

Barbara Franklin at: bbfrankli@gmail.com
Deadline is the last day of each month.
All articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position of the Breckenridge
Board of Directors. The Editor reserves the right to edit material as necessary.

Pelicans on Lake Pepin
Photographs by Larry Kennebeck

A Note from the Editor:
Due to the uncertainty of our current situation (and
few submissions) we have decided to combine
upcoming issues of Timberlines and publish every
other month for the time being. The
January/February issue will come out at the
beginning of February with a submission deadline
of January 31. Schedule changes for upcoming
programs and activities will be posted on our
website [www.breckenridgeikes.org] and on
Facebook [Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter,
IWLA].

Wishing All a Peaceful Holiday
Season
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