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Coming Events
September
08
22

BOARD MEETING 7:30
Social Educational Meeting 7:30
The Eagles and Water Quality
Research Project Steve Johnson
chief of Resource Management
Mississippi National River and
Recreation Area National Park
Service

October
13 Board Meeting
25 - First Annual Breckenridge Chapter
Nature and Wildlife Art Show
12:00noon – 5:00pm Open to
chapter members and the public.
Free!!
27 Social/Educational Meeting
6:00pm - 8:00 pm
Nature and Wildlife Art Show,
Breckenridge Chapter House
8:00pm - 9:00 pm
Presentation by
Paul Danicic - Executive Director,
Friends of the Boundary Waters

Timberlines Online
Save a Tree!
Help us save postage and paper by
subscribing to the Timberlines online.
We will notify you when a new issue is
posted on our website:
www.breckenridgeikes.org. Please
contact Barb Franklin at
barbfranklin@comcast.net
if you would like to subscribe
electronically.
Thank you!

Volunteers for refreshments needed.
Please call
Melissa Sonnenberg
if you can help.
763-549-8873

Breckenridge Chapter Board Meeting
Minutes
August 11, 2009
Attendance: Barb Franklin, John Rust, Jim
Arnold, Steve Schaust, Bruce Hansen, Dick
Brown, Melissa Sonnenberg, , Bill Barton,
Judy Arnold.
The board did not meet in July. Minutes of
the June meeting were approved.
Calendar:
Aug. 25 - Program: Gene Merriam -President of the Fresh Water Society and
former DNR Commissioner
Sept. 22 - Program: Steve Johnson -- The
Eagles and Water Quality Research Project
Oct. 25 - First Annual Breckenridge Chapter
Nature & Wildlife Art Show (12:00noon5:00pm)
Oct. 27 - Program: Art Show 6:00-8:00pm
Speaker: Paul Danicic -- Exec. Director of
Friends of the Boundary Waters
Treasurer:
Bruce gave a brief treasurer’s report.
Scholarship:
A donation of $100 was received from Irene
Serr for the scholarship fund.
Rentals:
It was reported that rentals are somewhat
down from the last few years.
Chapter House & Grounds:
Next Wednesday Dick, Steve, and Jim will
install the new windows.
A dead oak and numerous elm trees with
Dutch elm disease were taken down in July.
The building of the shed will probably be
delayed until next spring.

Tater Daze Involvement:
The board acknowledged the wonderful work
by Dawn Rust on our float for the Tater Daze
Parade.
New Board Members;
John will be writing an article for the
Timberlines about the new Board & officers
for the 2009-2010 year.
Issues:
Bill encouraged writing letters in support of
the Clean Water Restoration Act.
He also expressed concern about the dam on
the Namekon River.
Breck’s Autobiography:
Thus far we have received 21 orders for
Breck’s Autobiography. The Board voted to
purchase one book for the Chapter and to
purchase any of the remaining Special
Edition hardcover books (up to four). Only
three remain at present. Members should call
Jim Arnold if interested.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Arnold, secretary

September Program to Feature Eagles and Water Quality
By Jim Arnold

At our September 22 program we’ll learn more
about the Mississippi River water quality research
project being conducted by the National Park Service. Steven Johnson, chief of resource management for the Mississippi National River and Recreation Area, will present information on how eagles are helping monitor the water quality of the
Mississippi. Using a powerpoint presentation Steven will show us how eaglets are removed from
and returned to the nests, what type of information
is gathered, and tell us what is being learned about
eagles and water quality in
this study.
Hopefully, he’ll have some data from the eagles nest on
Banfill Island that is one of the nests involved in the
study.

Summary of August
Program
Gene Merriam, President of the
Freshwater Society gave an informative
presentation this month at the
Breckenridge Chapter’s social/educational
meeting. Gene’s background includes
being a former state senator as well as
former Commissioner of the Minnesota
Department of Natural resources. The
Freshwater Society is a non-profit group
that was formed over 40 years ago. They
have a facility in Orono on Lake
Minnetonka. Dick Gray, who lives on
Lake Minnetonka was concerned about
deteriorating water quality back in the
1960’s, was the original driver in creating
the Freshwater Society. The organizations
main mission is to educate people about
protecting and conserving water, and how
to use it in a sustainable manner. One of
the issues the Freshwater Society has
focused on is the appropriate usage of road
salt in the winter time. Using too much
road salt results in runoff into creeks and
rivers which deteriorates water quality and
degrades habitat for aquatic
species. Another issue the Freshwater
Society focuses on is ground water. About
90% of people in Minnesota get their
drinking water from underground
aquifers. The people in Minneapolis are
an exception however, as the city gets its
water from the Mississippi River.
The pace of our water usage has surpassed
the growth in our population. Since 1991,
our ground water extraction has risen 26%
but our population has risen 18%. Gene
mentioned that some of our deep ground

water aquifers were deposited 1000’s of
years ago after the glaciers retreated, and
are considered very pure and high
quality. More shallow aquifers are
recharged from rain and surface water
infiltration, some of which contains
chemicals such as PFCs, nitrogen
compounds, and Atrazine. Currently in
Minnesota 40% of all septic systems do
not comply with state standards and
regulations. Recently about 20% of
Minnesota’s lakes and rivers were tested
for purity. About 40% of those have been
found to be polluted. Runoff from lawns,
streets, parking lots, and farms can carry
pollutants into ground water. Gene noted
some positive things that have been
happening recently. River otters and
Beavers can now be seen in parts of the
Mississippi River that flows though
Minneapolis/Sat. Paul area after having
been absent for many years. Many larger
rivers are cleaner now than they were 30
years ago. However, some modern day
toxic substances that can be found in
ground water are Endocrine Disrupting
Compounds (EDCs). EDCs have been
tested for and found at 13 sites on the
Mississippi River between St. Cloud and
Hastings. These EDC compounds can
result in lower fish production and can
cause the feminization of male fish. In
some areas females out number mail fish
by a ratio of 5 to 1. – John Rust
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If you would like to submit an article for the Timberlines, please send it to
Marlys Carls-Steiskal at:

EditorBreckIWL@msn.com

Deadline is the last day of each month.
“All articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position
of the Breckenridge Board of directors.”

2009 – 2010 Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter Officers
President – Steve Schaust
Vice-President – John Rust
Treasurer – Bruce Hansen
Secretary – Open
Board – Dick Brown (Issues/Programs)
Board – Wes Hendrickson (Rentals)
Board – Melissa Sonnenberg (Scholarship)
Board – Bill Barton (Issues)
Board – Jim Arnold (Scholarship)
Board – Barbara Franklin (Web Master)
Board – Amy Rust (Youth Outreach)
Board – Roger Williams
Board – John Fraley

