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Coming Events
10
22

January

Board of Directors Meeting 7:00

Winter Party details
Inside
RSVP by Jan. 13 to

e-mail to pl201341@yahoo.com.
Or by calling 612-298-6152

February

14 Board of Directors Meeting 7:00
28 Social/Educational meeting 7:30
Nick Snavely, DNR,

14
28

March

Board of Directors Meeting 7:00
Social/Educational meeting 7:30

Winter Party speaker
Frank Taylor
Frank Taylor, graphic artist,
falconer, and hawk bander. In
addition to being a falconer,
Frank has been banding
hawks for 46 years, has
worked diligently to improve
the banding process and has a
wealth of knowledge about
hawks. He hopes to bring a
special guest. He is a
delightful and enthusiastic
speaker and will share a
wealth of information on
hawks, hawk identification,
and the need for fostering the
joy of nature, especially to
children.

Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter of the Izaak
Walton League
November 8, 2016
Board of Directors Meeting Notes

13th, member’s interested in attending need to
contact Patrice Lindgren at 612-298-6152,
space is limited so please don’t wait.

Chapter House & Ground ……Joe/Jim/Steve
Since our last meeting low voltage lights were
tested, and it was determined that the lights
IWLA Member Pledge: We str ive for the pur ity of
would illuminate our boulevard signs. The cost
water, the clarity of air, the wise stewardship of the land
to run wiring and lights would be significantly
and its resources, to know the beauty and understanding
less. We would like to have the new lighting
of nature, and the value of wildlife, woodlands, and
plan developed and installed in the spring.
open space, to the preservation of this heritage, and to
A suggestion was made that the Board consider
our sharing in it.
replacing our current TV with a flat screen that
has newer technology and would also provide us
th
December 13 Board of Directors Meeting
with a larger viewing screen. The Board agreed
January 10th Board of Directors Meeting
that our old TV set should be replaced.
nd
January 22
Winter Party
Next
spring we will need to deal with the erosion
February 14th Board of Directors Meeting
underneath the walkway along our riverbank.
February 28th Social/Educational Meeting
We have put up caution tape and a sign to use
the north staircase.
Attendees: Steve Schaust, Lar r y Kennebeck,
Newsletter … Marlys
Patrice Lindgren, John Farley, Jim Arnold, Dick
If you have any articles for the Timberlines please
Brown, Joe Klohs,
send them to EditorBreckIWL@msn.con Barb
Tim Johnson, Wes Hendrickson, Karen Ostenso, Barb
Franklin will be doing the February and March
Franklin
Newsletter: Marlys Carls-Steiskal
Timberlines.
Events/Issues…… Dick/Larry/Jim
Treasurer’s Report ...... J ohn
Social/Education Meeting Speakers
The monthly Income/Expense report was distributed
December - Winter Break
to the Board for review.
January - Winter Party speaker Frank Taylor
February – TBD
Resolution - Minnesota Threatened and Endangered
Scholarships .... Jim
Species Act . Our Chapter is interested in
We have received 3 longtime member contributions
making a
that will be added to the scholarship fund.
recommendation that the resolution should
Application
include habitat in the wording like the federal
information will be sent out to the surrounding
law does. The takeaway from our discussion
schools in January.
was that Dick would work with Larry the correct
Webmaster
……. Barb
formatting and will bring the resolution to the
No updates to report.
January meeting for review.
Rentals ……Tim
Dick provided an update on the Mill Pond
Weekends are booked through the month of
improvement project. The one item that we
December.
would advocate is that everyone has a 10 foot
Membership
…… Mary Ellen
buffer along the pond. We will continue to
We
still
have
pending member renewals out. If you
monitor the projects plan.
did not receive your member renewal notice,
Dick provided several articles for possible inclusion
please call
in the Timberlines for the Board to review.
Forest industry of MN has spoken to Governor
Dayton about increasing the cord wood taken
from state lands.
This is an item we will keep an eye on.
Winter Party – January 22nd, catering to be done
by HyVee in Brooklyn Park. The Winter Party
flyer will be included with the December
Timberline. The deadline to RSVP is January

Wilderness Intended as Refuge from Bikes and
other Mechanization
by Kevin Proescholdt

Several recent opinion pieces from around the country
have asked why mountain bikes cannot be allowed to
ride in Congressionally-designated Wildernesses. A
new mountain biking organization has even had a new
bill introduced in Congress (S. 3205) to open all
Wildernesses in the country to mountain bikes and
chainsaws. But the short answer to their question is that
allowing bicycles in these areas would defeat the very
purpose of setting aside and protecting these areas as
Wilderness.
Congress passed the Wilderness Act to protect the
wilderness character of these places, not to establish
recreation areas. Wilderness preserves the great silences
of lands removed from the influences of modern
civilization. Wilderness is free from human domination
or manipulation, where ecological and evolutionary
processes may continue unhindered by humankind.
Wilderness provides places where wildlife can thrive
without being startled by zooming human machines.

appropriate in Wilderness than they might be in other
sanctuaries like Washington National Cathedral.
Mountain bikers sometimes claim that Congress didn’t
specifically mention bicycles in the Wilderness Act so
therefore they must be allowed. Such an argument is
merely wishful thinking, just as would be claims by allterrain vehicle owners or snowmobilers that the
Wilderness Act didn’t specifically enumerate their
choice of machine transport.

Mountain bikers sometimes claim that the U.S. Forest
Service didn’t specifically ban bikes until 1984, but
that’s an intentionally misleading claim. For starters,
Congress banned bikes from Wilderness in 1964, and it
doesn’t matter a whit whether the Forest Service waited
to specifically mention bikes in its regulations. If bikers
did ride in Wilderness after 1964 (in that era before
mountain bikes were invented), they did so illegally.
Moreover, the other three federal agencies that
administer Wilderness (National Park Service, U.S. Fish
In order to protect wilderness character, Congress and
and Wildlife Service, and Bureau of Land Management)
the framers of the 1964 Wilderness Act prohibited bikes all specifically banned bicycles in designated
(and other intrusions of modern civilization) from
Wilderness in their initial regulations and there was
Wilderness while writing and passing this landmark law. never any doubt about or challenge to the rules.
The law specifically says, “there shall be no temporary
road, no use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment or The 1964 Wilderness Act has served the nation well in
motorboats, no landing of aircraft, no other form of
the 50-plus years since it was enacted. It protects these
mechanical transport, and no structure or installation
special places from activities that degrade their
within any such area.” (Emphasis added.) Bicycles are wilderness values, including mechanical transport and
obviously a form of mechanical transport; the law can’t mountain bikes. As a nation, we need to continue to use
be much clearer than this.
humility and restraint in how we treat our Wildernesses,
and that includes not weakening the Wilderness Act.
This issue is not about the physical differences in trail
The new bill in Congress (S. 3205) would allow
damage by bikes versus horses, this is not so much
mountain bikes to invade these sanctuaries. That bill
about trail safety, nor is it about whose mode of outdoor must not pass. There are many, many areas for riding
transportation is better. This issue is about protecting
bicycles, but Wilderness is not one of those places.
the wild character of Wilderness.
---Under the Wilderness Act, Wilderness is a sanctuary for Kevin Proescholdt of Minneapolis is the conservation
wild animals and wild processes to occur, and a
director for Wilderness Watch, a national wilderness
sanctuary for humans to escape the influences of our
conservation organization. He has written widely on
modern industrialized civilization. Like other
Wilderness, including Troubled Waters: The Fight for
sanctuaries, Wilderness must be treated with humility
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (1995)
and restraint. Part of that humility and restraint lies in
and Glimpses of Wilderness (2015).
how we approach and travel through Wilderness.
Mountain bikes and other machines are no more

The Silent Auction
Raises Scholarship Funds
The silent auction has become an important
fundraiser for our Chapter’s scholarship fund.
In each of the last five years we have raised
seven hundred dollars or more. At this year’s
holiday party, January 22nd, we will again
have many unique items donated by our
members as well as a number of products,
services and gift certificates donated by local
merchants. Be sure to arrive early to get a
good look at all the items. Bidding will start
at 4:00 pm and continue until 6:00 pm.
If you would like to donate an item, or if you
know of a nearby business that would be
willing to make a donation, contact Jim or

Judy Arnold (763 560 8972 or
jjarnold@q.com) or bring the item
to the Chapter House by 4:00 pm
on January 22nd.
A reminder: The Breckenridge Chapter’s
Winter Party on Sunday, January 22nd, will
again be a catered event. To ensure that
we have an accurate count of attendees,
please RSVP to Patrice Lindgren by either
sending an e-mail to pl201341@yahoo.com.
Or by calling 612-298-6152, please feel free
to leave a voice mail and include your First
and Last name, number of attendee’s, and a
phone number. Please also, let us know if
you need a vegetarian meal.

Kicking Off the
2017-18 Scholarship
Program
The Breckenridge Chapter will soon send
scholarship application materials to local
schools and post the 2017-18 application on
our web site. This will be the nineteenth year
our chapter has made available $500 scholarships to high school seniors and/or current
college undergraduates. Thus far seventyfive scholarships totaling $37,500 have been
awarded to local students with a strong interest in, and a commitment to, environmental
causes.
Last month the Chapter received large donations to the Chapter’s Scholarship Endowment Fund from Tom and Marilyn Breckenridge, John Breckenridge, Larry Swanson and
Mary Ellen Vetter. As treasurer, John initiated the scholarship program and the endowment program that funds it. It was a contribution from the estate of Larry’s mother, Irene,
that started the scholarship endowment. The
Breckenridge family and others soon followed with other generous contributions. The
generosity of the folks listed above has
helped the endowment to continue growing.
Other members have helped the endowment
grow through silent auction involvement as
well as monetary contributions.
If you would like more information about the
Chapter’s scholarship program, or would like
to learn how you make a contribution to the
endowment, please contact one of the scholarship committee members: Jim Arnold, Judy Arnold, Melissa Sonnenberg or Charlie
Taflin.

February 28, Soc/Ed Meeting:

Will feature Nick Snavely, DNR, Asst. Area Wildlife Manager, Section of Wildlife,
serving Wright, Sherburne, and Stearns Counties. He will speak on wildlife and
their habitat needs in Minnesota. Nick was also featured in the Sand Dunes State
Forest dispute which several Breckenridge Ikes are involved in.
Nick was the first recipient of Breckenridge Chapter’s Scholarship Program.

Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter
Defenders of Soil, Air, Woods, Waters and Wildlife
Scholarship Announcement
The Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter of the Izaak Walton League of America (IWLA) is soliciting
scholarship applications from high school seniors and current college students who have a strong interest in, and commitment to, the environment. The $500.00 scholarships are awarded annually and are
potentially renewable for up to four years. Scholarship winners will also receive the benefits of a student membership in the IWLA.
The Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter of the IWLA is located on the Mississippi River in Brooklyn Park,
Minnesota. These scholarships were established by the Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter to encourage
students from the area to pursue their interests in the environment and environmental issues as part of
their post-secondary studies.
The IWLA is a grassroots environmental conservation organization that was founded in 1922 to combat
water pollution in lakes and streams. The motto of the IWLA is “Defenders of Soil, Air, Woods, Waters and Wildlife.”
Application Process
Please provide your name, address, phone number, e-mail address, current school, a
transcript which includes current and previous year’s grade point averages, and the
names and contact information for two people willing to act as references on your behalf.
(At least one should be a teacher or school administrator who knows you as a student.) In
addition, please respond to the following four items. In the interest of economy and
conservation complete applications should be limited to two typed pages.
1. What are your future educational plans and career goals?
2. What do you perceive as the most significant environmental issues facing our
planet? Which issue interests you the most and why?
3. Describe your current involvement in environmental issues and outdoor activities.
4. Provide any other information you think might be relevant and helpful in
evaluating your application.

Applications should be mailed
to:
Walter J. Breckenridge Chapter
Izaak Walton League of America
8816 West River Road North
Brooklyn Park, MN 55444
(763) 561-5364

Applications must be received by April 15, 2017

THOMPSON'S TAKE
11-11-16
A lot of bird migration through this area (Minnesota) is about done for the season. Eagles mostly
move in November, though. Migration is the most perilous time in the life of a bird. Think about this … a pair of
robins nesting in your yard often produces two broods (sometimes three). Each brood can be four young. By the
time they migrate there could be as many as 10 to 14 total birds. Yet the following spring only two birds return to
nest. What happened to the 8 to 12 missing birds? Bad weather, predators (which often migrate with their cuisine),
navigation issues, exhaustion, uncertain habitat waiting for them upon arrival on the wintering area, as well as other
hazards can do them in. Many are making the trip for the first time. The young of a great many species don't leave
the summering grounds until well after their parents have left. How does it know where to go? It doesn't even know
why it is leaving home. The food is still abundant. The temperature is still fine. All seems quite good. But an internal
force is driving them to vacate the premise, to travel to a land they have never seen before. We can't even figure
out how they know when they have arrived in that new land. They fly past all sorts of suitable places along the way.
It is possible they stop migrating when they discover that they have found adults, but not all of them go where the
adults went. Some of these mysteries we may never figure out. Good! I say. Life would be pretty boring without
mysteries to solve.
One thing is abundantly clear. Birds have the brains for it. Even with the pea-sized brain of a hummingbird which
may fly thousands of miles (without a Garmin), they are so much better at navigation than we are. It would take
roughly 10,000 hummer brains to equal ours in mass (weight)! Hummers DO have the largest brain mass to body
mass ratio of ALL birds, however. Look how big their head is compared to their body! Anyway, people used to tie
intellect to brain size. Mostly, that put people at the top of the “smartness” scale. Generally, we have the biggest
brain, especially with that part called the cortex, or gray matter, which is the thinking part of our brain. Some whales
and elephants have larger brains than we do, but we dominate the gray matter thing, not in size, maybe, but in the
number of cells in it. How can a little bird with a super tiny brain do what we cannot even dream of doing? How can
they travel thousands of miles to a place they don't even know exists, and do it without maps and/or devices, or
even with companions who have been there before. How is it possible
to package all that ability into that little brain? Well, you can't think about it too much without coming up with the
word instinct. Instinct is an old-fashioned word for DNA. Birds are genetically programmed to migrate. Still, the
mechanism to pull it off, navigation, is controlled by the brain.
Jennifer Ackerman, in her book, The Genius of Birds, reports on the findings of a team of researchers (p. 55). When
it comes to the distribution of neurons, the nerve cells of the brain, birds dedicate 80% of them to their cortex-like
region. In mammals (that would be us) the distribution is 20%! So, yah, tiny brain it is, but with an incredible ability
to best use what space they have.
What might humans be capable of if our brains had the micro-wiring that a bird does?
Science, astrophysics, medicine, music, art … can you even imagine what could be.
'Course, … then there's politics, crime, greed, hate …
Hmmmm … think I'm going to be happy with the way things are. Besides, my Garmin still serves me well.
From now on, though, I am going to consider it a compliment when some one refers to me as a “bird brain!”
Oddly, ... they often do!

Well, Alright, then … NFT
By permission of the Owatonna Ikes and Nels Thompson, author

W. J. Breckenridge Chapter
Izaak Walton League
of America
8816 West River Road
Brooklyn Park MN 55444

If you would like to submit an article for the Timberlines, please send it to
Marlys Carls-Steiskal at:

EditorBreckIWL@msn.com

Deadline is the last day of each month.
“All articles in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position
of the Breckenridge Board of directors.”

If you can provide light
refreshments for our
Tuesday meetings,
please contact
Barbara Franklin
763-657-1907
Or bbfrankli@gmail.com

January – Holiday Party
February 28-Geri Nelson

If you would like to
receive this newsletter
electronically, please
contact Barb Franklin
at
763-657-1907

